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ls nor long, fince you had ſome Re- 
marks on the Prerences and Practices of 
| a new Sect of Men lately riſen among 
us, that give themſelves out for Prophets, roges 4 
ther with an earneſt Requeſt, you would ſatisſie 
your Friends, and the World, wich the Reaſons 
of your continuing ro give Countenance and 2 6 
port to a Pretenſion, that has not yet diſtinguiſh- 9 
ed it ſelf from a mere Deluſion; Which, tho 


2 


ir may have no effect upon the Judgments of 8 
ſtrong and conſiderare Men, yet carries ſuch 


Amuſements, as are too apt to make Imprefſion'* © 

on ſome weak, tho ſerious Minds; Bur that Pa- 

per being very ſhort, and for that Reaſon' leſs 

convincing z and the Anſwer you rerurn'd, foreign-- 

ro the purpoſe, have given me occaſion of teſu- 

ming the Argument, with hopes yon pardon 

this freſh Trouble, when you have heard the 

Matter handled, now more at large, than con' -! 

be done in ſo narrow a Compaſs; which was 

then intended, theſe Tape having been drawn © 

up ſome Months ſince, for your Uſe, but ſuper- 

eded by the coming out of a very ſeaſonable 

Book, that contains great Variety of - Obſeryati- 

ons and Reflections, collected and improv'd by 

the Pains and Teal 4 a very ingenious and 

Learned Author; which I found rendred a con- 

ſiderable Part of my Labours lefs neceſſary ; 

what prov'd to be ſo, was thought proper to be 

omitted. I have nee choſe to ſhew 
the 


the groundleſs Foundation thtſe and the like Fa- 
thuſiaſts go upon, ſubjoining ſome few Refecti- 
ons on their mem Pretenſionns. 
That we may proceed mon fute And Known 
Principles, for the deciding of this Matter; 1 
propole only Two Rules. * 
ne is the Holy Scriprure, which as it contains 

the Revelations God ar ſundry Times mage by 
unconteſted Prophets and Apoſtles, muſt be al- 
lowed to he the beſt Rule, ro try and judge of all 
other Revelations by: Wharevet Doctrines or 
Practices are repugnant ro This, of inconfiſtent 
wirh it, muſt be look'd upon as Spurious,” and 
— potfible to have come from the ſame Divine 
irit. | | 
- The other Rule, or Mark, to try and ex- 
amin all newDodtrines, and infpired Teachers by 
is the Gift of Working Miracles; under Mira- 
cles, I comprehend Prophecies. Where this Pow- 
er clearly and unqueſtionably appears in favour 
of a Doctrine iſe good and agreeable to 
the Holy Scriptures, its Teſtimony is not to 
4 be, diſputed ; becauſe rhe Wiſdom of God 
# puch'ds upon This, and conftantly made uſe 
of; it, to give Credit to his Embaſſadors, 
whenever lie ſent them upon extraordinary Mef- 
ſages. All Miſſionaries then, who pretend to 
come in his Name, and his immediate Au- 
chority, muſt produce theſe Credentials, to e- 
vince the Truth of their Divine Miſſion, befote 
they can with reaſon expect, to find Recep- 
tion in the World. = To rhe Law and to the 


Teftimony ; if they fpeak not according to 

this Word, tis becaufe there is no Light in 
hem. | | « 
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| Yi true, before this Rule Faich ws . 


niſh 
rits, witreby the firſt un Very enabled 
to look into Men's Hearts. is St, Peter pre- 

ſently diſcern d the frapdulent 2 of Ana- 

nias and Saphira ; and ſeaſonably d rebuk d the 
more dangerous Deſign of Simon Magus, a pre- 
tended Chriſtian, which. had ir paſt undiſcovered, 

might have prov'd almoſt fatal to a riſing Church. 
This Ability of ſearching the very Secrets of the 
Heart, and diftingutſhing Men's Pretenſions, was; 


very neceſſary in thaſe Times, when a great many 


pretended to Inſpiration, beſides thole who were, 
divinely inſpir'd. * 
But when the e of the New 
Teſtament was once publiſhed, by which all Do- 
ctrines 15 thence- forward be examin'd ; This, 
among other Miraculous Gifts, ccas'd, as being, 
of no farther Uſe, DE, 
1. The firſt Rule then I propoſe, for the try- 
ing and judging of all Revelations, by, is the Ho- 
Lich contains the Revelations God 

at ſundry Times made by unconteſted Prophets 


and Apoſtles, This is a certain adequate 


Rule, which wants no Supplement, neither need 
we any other, nor is there Ground o expect new 
Credentials to confirm this, or any other Diſco- 
veries to perfect it, it being already of it (elf, a 
ſufficient Rule of Faith Manners. 5 

1. Firſt, The Holy Scripture, containd in the 
Books of the Old and New - Teſtaments, is a certain, 
infallible Rule; becauſe it was deliver'd by him, 
who can no more deceive others, than be decei- 
ved himſelf, It is therefore call'd the Word of 
God becauſe, he ſpake it by the Mouth of Maag 


b 1 Cor, 12. 10. c Ad, 5. 3. d Ch. 8. 19. | 
B 3 and 


_— 
* 


there was b a. Faculty of diſcerning Spi- 


* * = bs. 
: * . 
= - 


— OS eden woke — K 5 
— - ah . 7 4 . * 7 * 
* X A * . — 4 % 1 a 4 7 


| and becauſe, it imports thoſe chin 
. ceſſary to be known, and practiſed ih Ader rg 


without repeated Proofs of it, 


9 which Cod 
was pleas d to make known to the World, as ne- 


Eternal Life. * 

That what hears this Character, was undoubt- 
edly reveal'd W God, is evident by the miracu- 
oous Works which accompanied the firſt Delivery 
if it: The Atteſtation of ſo many Miracles be- 
ng not to be queſtion'd : For tis not reaſonable 
ro imagin, that the Almighry ſhould ſo viſibly 
interpoſe and engage his Authority for the Repu- 
ration of a Doctrin, and the Publiſhers of it, 
and nor to have reyeal'd that Doctrin to them 
which they preach d, and He by his Power con- 
firm'd as his. = 

And this Teſtimony of Miracles was not given 
in Corners, but in publick View, before Thou: 
ſands of Spectators, before thoſe that were Ene- 
mies, as well as thoſe who were Friends to the 
Cauſe ; and is recorded in as credible Hiſtories, 
as any the World can afford ; Becauſe they were 
written, ſome by Chriſtians, ſome by irreconci- 
lable Enemies to Chriſtianity, What further E- 
vidence then can ſuch a Doctrine want, which is 
thus arreſted by Divine Authority? What Reaſon 
can be alledged, why we ſhou'd ſtill expect, 
that God ſhould exert his Power, either by Mi- 
racles, or by a Spirit of Prophecy in the preſent 
Age, to convince Mankind, that this is the Do- 
Erin which was once for all deliver'd unto cke 
Saints? For, when we have once ſufficient 
Graunds ro believe a rhing, there temains ever 
after an Obligation upon us ro pelieve the ſame, 


But it is ſaid, How can we be ſure, theſe 

Books, which are called the Holy Scriptures, do 

contain that Pivinc Dcctrine which was fo "5 
| | vea 


C39) 
veabd, deliver'd, and confirmed, unleſs che ame 
Spirit, which dictated ir, diſcover chis matter 
by ſome preſent Signs and Indications ? N 
For this we have as much Aſſurance as the Na- 


ture of the thing is capable of, awhich is ſuffici- 
* 2 ent to ſa tisfy the Enquiry of the Impartial. The 
ery matter here in Queſtion, put by a very eminent 
be- Member of this new Society, I apprehend, is not 
ble whether the Prophets and Apoſties of old writ 
bly certain Books, containing the Revelations which 
pu- God made by them; for that is granted n all 
it, Hands, but whether che —— now extant, that 
m bear their Names, and receiv d by the Chtiſtian 
n- Church for the Rule of Faith, be thoſe very 
J Books, which were ſo written 2 | 0 . 
en That theſe are no other, we have a twe- fold 
u- Evidence; the one extrinſical, ſuch as credible 
le- Teſtimony ; the other, intrinſical, which is che 
he matter contain d in theſe Books, which has upon 
Sy ir the Characters of Divine Revelation. Fheſe 
re Two are as ſufficient Grounds and Motives of 
le Credibility, as can be expected or deſired in any 

E- thing convey d to us from ſo remote a Diſtance. 
18 Firſt, As for the External Evidence of the Ge- 
MN nuine Authority of theſe Books, we have an un- 
„ interrupted Series of Teſtimonies, brought down 
l- all along from the firſt Years, near the Times 

at W they were reſpectively written in, till this very 
J- Day, to prove, that theſe two Volumes of Scrip- 
e ture, conſiſting of two Teſtaments, are the very 
It ſame with thoſe Originals which the Inſpired Per- 

r ſons whoſe Names they bear, wrote. For the 

2 proving that each of theſe Volumes is genuine, 

8 we need not have recourſe to diſtinct Teſtimo- 
e nies, tho* they were delivered to the World at 

0 different Times: Becauſe they are in themſelves 

- like a pair of Indentures, which by mutual Evidence 

d — juſtify 
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juſtify ench ocher; ſo that one of them can's be 
forg'd or falſe, unleſs the other be fo too ; and 
conſequently,: if eicher of them be provid by Ar- 
ticles, the other is fully aſſur d the ſame 
means, though it had no Evidence peculiar to 
It. 5 44 BK, 22 © Lp 

Thus, for Inftance, the Old Teftament fortells 
many Ages before, what Things ſhould come to 
paſs many Ages after; accordingly, the New Te- 


ftament contains a Relation of ſuch Events, as 


2ptly and fully anſwer to theſe Predictions. In 
the one there is, as, it were, a Hiſtory of Chriſt 
before his Appearance, which exactly agrees with 
the Deſcriprion and Character given of him in 
the other, inſomuch that we are thence able to 

ove, that he is the Meſſiah. And for a further 
Proof our Saviour and the Apoſtles, the Authors 
and Pcnmen of rhe Laſt Teſtament, quote the 
Scriprures of the Firſt, as Books of Divine Au- 
thority ; and appeal to them upon all Occaſions, 
in Juſtification of the Doctrine which they 


taught. Se. that the Genuin Authority of the 


Old Teſtament, very much depends upon, and is 
ſufficiently confirm'd: by the Teſtimony of the 
New. HI ſhalt therefore content my felf with the 
Proof of the Larter. | | 
-Firſt,ſoon after theGoſpel was revealed to rhe A- 
poſtles by the Spirit, which their Maſter had pro- 
miſed to ſend, e to bring all Things he had faid, to 
their Remembrance, and they had communica- 
ted it to others, by their Preaching; it was b 
them carefully committed to Writing, of whic 
Writings, to prevent all Miſtakes and Miſcarria- 
ge, either of their being floſt, interpolated, or 
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ſo diſpers'd, when collared tog 


N againſt them, they are by a pe 


other wiſe corrupted, ſeveral Copies were raken; 
once ſent into all Parts of che World, 
as the Goſpel was planted, and ſo ptibliſt'd as 
ſoon as written, and then handed ro the next Age: 
Which are now -convey'd down to us by rhe ge- 
neral and uncontrouled Teſtimony of all the 
Succeeding Ages: And amidſt che great Vatiety, 
or various Readings of theſe — 2064 that were 

er, we find no 
material Differences, making reaſonable Allow- 
ance for ſmall Overfghts and ordinary Errors, 
incident, and almoſt unavoidable ro the moſt 
faithful, accurate Tranſcribers : On which Ac- 
count no Author ſuffers in his Reputation among 


pies was neve 


validated by all the moſt ſubtle Oppoſers of our 
Holy Faith, who in their reſpective Writings a- 
gainſt it, look d upon theſe Scri i 
Records and Standard of the 


and deſtroy them our of the World, thinking 


by chat means to aboliſn and extinguiſn Chriſti- 


anity it ſelf. But ae all Arremprs 
| tar Providence. 
preſery'd entire to this Day, havi 


they beth give the moſt rational and i 
count, of Things, above any antient Records 
that the World can produce. . 


- —-- 


: The Authority of which Cos 
queſtion'd in chat Age, wherein 
che Doctrine and- Miracles recorded in them, 
8 were firſt. publiſh'd, nor could ever ſince be in- 


res, as the genuin 
riſtian Doctrine, 
and therefore us d their urmoſt Endeayouts to ex 
tort them out of the Hands of the Chriſtias, 


ng now ſtood 
the Teſt of near 1700 Years, as the Old T. 
ſtanent, in whole, or in part, has ſtood above 
3000, ſo long tis fince the time of Moſes ; and 
mpartiaF Ac- 
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| Second(y, Another Proof of the Gemiiitinels of 
theſe Sctiptures, as the ſubject matter contained 
in them, which has upon it the Characters of a 
Divine Revelation, and is very different from 
Human Compoſition. 72 
For here is a Vein of Matter, as it were, ruſi. 
ning through the whole Body of them, as 18 
worthy of God, and becoming him ro ſpeak, 
dictate and do, in a Revelation from him; and 
as is fitting for the Advantage, Satisſaction, and 
— of Mankind, in a Revelation made to 
em. ö 
Where we find the moſt lively Deſcription of 
the Divine Perfections; the Wiſdom, Power, 
Juſtice, Mercy, and Goodneſs of Almighty . il 
God; and the moſt perfect Repreſentation of : 
our Duty and Engagements to him; together 
with the moſt powerful Enforcements that can be 
W from Revelation. 8 | 
e Divine Nature and Will; the preſent and 
future State of Mankind, the Providence that 
governs the Worid, and the Rewards of ano- 
ther, are ſet forth in the livelieſt Characters. 
Here the whole Scene of Providence is laid open, 
and diſplay d the Creation of the World, the 
Fall of Man, and God's Reconciliation ro him 
by the Death of Kis Son, a Thing khowable only 
by Revelation. We have here a Syſtem of the 
beſt Principles worthy of the Divine Perfecti- 
ons; and a Scheme of the beſt Rules of Mi 
Morality, enforced with the higheſt Encourage- 
ments, and moſt cogent Arguments: Which, 
like 'the Book of Nature, the more it's view'd 
and conſulted, the more do the lively Characters 
of a Divine Hand and Wiſdom appear in the 
Compoſure- 


80 


2 
Fo that if ever there was a Revelation, this 
Book of Scripture does contain it. 
This Evidence is further corroborated by the 
peculiar way, in which theſe Scriprures are writ- 


ten; Which have, tho, nor the Excellency of 


tte Human Speech or of Human Wiſdom, yer ſuch 
18 a Majeſty and Authority, ſhining through tlie 
ak, whole, as gives them a Luſtre as much beyond 
ind the Modern, Prophecies, or indeed more Rational 
nd Compoſitions, as the Bodies of Angels - which 
to they aſſum'd for ſome ſpecial Service, excell'd 
R thole of a Mortal Nature. | 
of They may indeed, want the artful Advantage 
er, of Humane Compoſition, the enticing words of 
hty - Man's Wiſdom, to which God has no more tyed 
of himſelf than he ordinarily does to the Rules and 
ner Methods of Mankind in governing the World; 
be but the leſs there is of Art, the more there is of 
R wWiddomz; the leſs of Man, the more of God in 
nd che Compoſure; which ſhews ir can have none 
nat for its Author and Indicter but Him; wherein he 
10- has expreſſed an unimitable Hand by the great 
rs. NVrariety of Style he has made uſe of, by different 
en, Unſtruments to ſuit the different Tempers and 
he Capacities of Mankind. How admirably does the 
im Poetical Vein of David, the Oratory of I/aial 
ily the more Ruſtick Way of Ames, the Elegancy of 
the * t. Luke, the Plainneſs of St. Peter, the Profound- 
ti- ess of St. Paul, ſerve the Common Deſign of in- 
of  ſtructing Men in the Knowledge of God and 
e- their Duty to him? Tho' all the Parts of this 
ch, ccripture are not equally alike, but like the in- 
cd rired Writers themſelves, of whom ſome were 
ers red up in the Nurſeries of Learning, and others + 
he Werched from the Fiſhery and Sheepfold ; yer as 
Fey are plain in the fame Effencial Done, : 
o the Style and Order of their Words, if we 
Ss if C were 


Ko? 
were throughly acquainred with the Cuſtoms and 
Uſages of thlioſe Ages and Countries they were 
written in, would be very ſurprizing in Point of 
'Propriety, Elegance and Uſe, if we may judge 
of what we do not know, by what ye do. : 
How admirable is our Saviour's laſt * Di- 
ſcourſe ro his Diſciples; and that of St. Paul a- 


thor to the Hebrews 2 


to teach them after the manner of Men; and 
therefore as he does ſometimes require abſolute 
Obedience to his Commands, ſo at other times he 
is pleas d to ſhew them the Equity, and the Rea- 


Divine Majeſty, and which are a glorious In- 
the Uſefulneſs of this Scriprure, and advances it 


in both above any Book wharſqever. 
To which as the more ſure Word of Prophecy 
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Doctrines, which wants neither un written Tra- 
ditionary Doctrines, nor any Additional Di- 
ſcoveries of the Divine Mind to compleat it! 
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bout a b Future State, and the Reſurrection to it; 
or the cloſe and ſenſible c Reaſonings of the Au- 


That is but a trifling Objection which a late 
Writer makes againſt the Scripture, ſaying, 4 that 


God doth not Reaſon, but Command. For 
when God ſpeaks to Men, he often condeſcends 


ſonableneſs of them, both equally becoming the 


ſtance of the Divine Wiſdom conſpicuous in the 1 
. whole; and alſo adds both to the Excellency and | 


we do well to give heed: For ſo long as we 
Walk by this Rule we can't poſſibly Err. Be- 
pe 


2. Secondly, Theſe Sctiptures #te an adequate 
and perfect Rule and Meaſure of all Chriſtian 


Nor do we read ofan y other Rule in uſe in the 


2 Job, 14. b 1 Ceriv. 15, 6 Ste Ep. to the Heb, d Theol Pelit £.9 | 


* 1 * R * N 4 a l 
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and Cathotick, Church for many hundred Years, till 


were Popiſu Inventions introduced in that Communio 
int of Another, to ſupport their Novel Doctrines 


judge MW Invocation, Purgatory, &c. Not Warrantable by 

: This. Wherefore they urge the Neceſſicy of 
Di- | joining to the written Word, ſome Oral Tradi- 
aul a- tions, pretended to be receivid from the Fathers, 
to it; ¶ to make up a Compleat Rule. A thing ſo very 
e Au- abſurd in it ſelf as needs not much Argument to 


confute it. | 
late For is it reaſonable ro ſuppoſe, chat ſome Do- 
that ccrins could not be committed ro Writing as o- 
For Wrhers were? Or that Scripture could not be a 
cends more certain way of conveying all Chriſtian Do- 


and ctrines from one Age to another, throughout all 
olute Generations, than Traditionary Reports, whic 
es he Mare liable to infinite Miſtakes, Uncertainties, an 
Rea» Falſifcations? Of ſuch Traditions, the Antient 


g the Fathers and Councils are entirely ſilent; and in 
Wrheir Diſcourſes and Canons take notice of no 
I other Rule, but the Scriprures, out of which 
1 


to practiſe, Which is hardly credible they would 
have done, if they had believed or thought that 
Scripture and unſcriprural Traditions had been 
the Rule of Chriſtian Faith. . 
„ But let the Scripture ſpeak, and Vindi cate it 
nate ſelf againſt all the heavy Charges of imperfection. 
tian 8 Theſe thi ngs, are written, ſays St. John, that ye 
nige believe that Feſus is the Chrift, the Sen of 
God ; and that believing ye might have Life thro' 
%%, Name. The Words plainly refer to the whole 


8 Hiſtory of Chriſt's Life, Doctrin, and Miracles, 


and hey did conſtantly uſe to declare to the People 
des it hat they were to believe, and what they were 


f 


— 
— 


f Fobn 20, 31. g Euſib. F +. 
2 writs 


( 12 ) 
written by the four Evangeliſts, which this A- 
poſtle, after he had ſupplied che Omiihons which 
St. Matthew,, Mark and Luke had made, and 
finiſh'd the whole, concludes thus; Thele things 
mere written to this End, that Men might be- 
lieve aud be faved. 2 14 

Now how could He in Reaſon ſay, that Men 
might be ſaved by believing theſe things, if 
theſe things be not ſufficient rc that end? Which 
certainly they are not, if any ching neceſſary to 
be believ'd in order to Salvation, bc either left 
out, or not then revealed. This 1s tarther appa- 


rent by what St. Paul tells Timo: my, & But continue 


thou in the things which thou haſt Learned, and 
haſt been aſſured of, knowing ef whom thou haſt 
learned them; and that the Holy Scriptures are 
able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation through 


Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus ; ----being profi- 


table for Doctrin, for Reproof, for Correction, 


for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that the Man 
of God may be perfect, rhroughly furniſhed unto 
all good Works, If the Holy Scriptures be ſuf- 
ficient to theſe purpoſes; if they are able to 
make us wite unto Salvation, thro' Faith, and 
ro perfect the Man of God in all good Works 
W hart neceflity is there of Oral Traditions, or of 
another Revelation? Can theſe carry us beyond 


Ferfection ? Or make us wiſe for any thing 


better than Salvation ? If by believing and con- 
forming our . Lives to the Rules and Directions 
of Scripture, we may be perfected in all good 
Works and faved, tis enough. - - + © + 
A new Revelation upon the Neck of This, 
winch every way thus Anſwers all neceſſary pure 
poles, looks Redundant, like the Works of Su- 
g 2 Tim. 3. 18. &c. 3 
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peerrogation in the Church of Ve by which 
Men ate ſaid ro do more, than what are neceſ- 
ſary, or requir'd of them; à thing unbecoming 
us to aſcribe to the Divine Wiſdom, which cho 
it be never wanting in what is neceilary, yet 
docs not uſe to do any thing that is Superfluous. 
And conſequently we can't ſuppoſe, that God will 
break .chrough the Laws of Nature to make ano- 
ther Revelation, (for a Revelation is a Miracle) 


require it; much lels can we 1mapin, chat 

own Appointment, when there is as uch reaſon 
for the continuance of it, as there was for the 
firſt. Inſtitution; and when it Anſwers all the 


framed, or a new Revelation made. 
The Apoſtle Argues; if the firſt Covenant had 


ſought for the Second: And if there be a place for 
chargeable upon the Second. But from that it is 
is no need of another Covenant or Goſpel Reve- 


lation. For 


9 


+ 


Mankind, and their Redemption by the Death 


3 of his Son. And where this is plainly reveal, 
rhere is no place for a Second, nor any nced of 
any further Revelation. And, 


2. If we conſider this Revelation as a Cove- 
nuit, conſiſting of Promiſes and Conditions cn- 
forc'd by Solemn Menaces, there can't be more 


— rr_— 


h Heb, g. 


3 which is concerning God's Reconciliation to 
} 


>» 
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when there is no occaticn for it, nor a 
e 


ſhouid break down an EQ abitſhid Order of "lets. 


Ends, for which a new Conſtitution can be 


been faultleſs, there ſhould no place have been 
a Third, there muſt be ſome Fault or Imperfection 
entirely free: And alſo is ſo perfect, that there 


FPirſt, There can't be a more noble and uſeful 
ubject for a Revelation, than chat of the Goſpel, 


( 1) 

excellent and beneficial than the Firſt, and mare 
neceſſary than the Second, nor more terrible than 
the Sanction. wa 

For, what can be propos d of greater Advan- 
tage to Mankind than the Favour of God, the 
Bieiling and Protection of his Providence, the 
Ailiftance of his Spirit, and in the cloſe of all, 
Ever:afting Life of Happineſs in Hegven, which 
the Goſpel promiſes ro thoſe that believe and o- 
bey it, or upon failure of the latter, Repent; 
Wech are the Conditions. 
Aud what Conditions leſs than Faith and Obe. 
diehce, or Repentance can deſerve ſo great a Re- 
ward? Theſe Conditions are as immutable in 
_— —_ yy the —.— _ Deng de- 

ar'd by, and ing upon, God's Veraci 
and Faithfulneſs. e OS 
And as for the Sanction of Divine Menaces 
which give the greater weight and force to theſe 
Terms; what can be ſo Solemn, ſo Empharical as 
the Terrors of the Lord, threatned in Scriprure 
againſt ſuch as will not comply with them? For 
the Terrors of the Divine Judgments are grear 
beyond all Imaginations, which are already de- 
nounc'd and continually impending over the 
Heads of impenitent Sinners, who if they don't | 
feel them preſently Executed, have all imagina- 
ble Reaſon to look upon themſelves, as only 
repriev d, not pardon d; the Execution being 
only reſpited. And therefore to awake Offenders 
to Repentance, that thereby thoſe Judgments 
may be averted, there needs no new Prophetical 
Warnings; the Warnings of Scripture are ſuffi- 
cient: If Men hear not Theſe, neicher will they 
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in all probability, be perſwaded by any cer, 
tho . Meſſenger came from the Dead, to 
deliver them, «+ 

As for the Extent alſo of this Law, or new 
Covenant, as to Time and Place, none can ex- 
ceed it in thoſe reſpects. For tis not like the 
Law of Moſes: containing Types and mutable 
Terms, Accommodated and Limited to one Na- 
tion, but tis an evetlaſting Covenant, compre- 
hending all Nations and Ages under Heaven: 
Neither does it's Authority want the Comfirma · 
tion of new Miracles. 

3. Thirdly, The Perfection of theſe Scriprures, 
which contain all things neceſſary or proper for 
us ro know, or that perhaps we are capable of 
knowing in this imperfect and probationary 
State, Argues them ro be the moſt conſummate 
and laſt Revelation we are to expect before the 
End of the World, till our Faith is rurn'd into Vi- 
ſion, and Hope into Enjoyment of the Glorious 
Preſence of the Divine Majefty. I know of 
no Grounds any Man has to look for another. 
For rhe Goſpel-Revelation, which has brought 


Life and Immortality to Light, ſeems to us to be 
the the laſt Part; Becauſe it was deliver'd by the 
n't Fon of God in Human Nature, who was the laſt 
na- that was promis'd to come from Heaven on this 
nly Meſſage; whoſe Coming immediately from the 
ng Boſom of the Father, and being moſt inrimare to 
ers the Divine Mind, and Conſcious of the whole 
nts Wy Myſtery of Godlineſs, as he himſelf was effer» 
cal WM "tally God Bleſſed for ever, and conſequently of 
ffi- infinite Knowledge, muſt qualify Him the beſt 
1ey of any Perſon, that ever was or ſhall come in 


the World, ro make rhe moſt pc and ulrt- 


mate Diſcovery and Declararion of God's Mind 
nd Will to Mankind, : 


And 


ns) 


And cherefore what he hath reveal'd and de- 
card as the Mind of God, can ſtand in no want 
of any Supplement-Revelation, either to explain 
or enlarge it. rr 14 
To obviate all manner of expectation of that 
kind, that Men might raiſe to themſelves con- 
cerning another Revelation, the Scriprure ſhuts 
up, all with this Revelation as clearly appears 
from that to the Hebrews; God. who at Sund) 
times aud in diverſe manners, ſpake in times 
paſt unto the Fathers, hath in theſe laſt Days 
ſpoken unto us by his Son, Which implies chat 
- was a gradual Progreflion in Revelation 
from time ro time, from a lower to a higher De- 
gree ; bur the honour of all was reſery'd to the 
Son of God, to whom the Prophets were Har- 
bingers, and the Angels themſelves Miniſtbrs. 
For, this is the Foundation and Scope of the A- 


poſtles Argument; God who at Sundry times, &C: 


hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us by his 
Son, whom he hath appointed Heir of all Things, 
being made ſo much better than the Angels, as 


he hath by Inheritance obtained a more exceflenr 


Name than they; for unto which of the Angels 
ſaid he at any time, Thou art my Son, &c. 
No as the Son is the laſt that appears, ſo be- 
ond this Revelation there can't be ſuppoſed to 
e any other, becauſe his Revelation muſt be 
like himſelf, perfect and compleat, diſcovering all 


things that are neceſſary to be known, or Man- 


kind capable of knowing in this preſent State; 
as we ſay, it does. Let them who contend for a 
new Revelation, ſhew wherein this is deficient, 
or what point of Doctrin neceſſary to Salvation is 
knowable more, than what is herein reveabd: 


We think we can'g aſcend higher in our Notions, 


and Conceptions of things, than we are here, 
| Taught 
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f we conſult and obſerve it: Nor can we de- 
ire more excellent Encouragments , than are 
erein propos d. For, tho the Law of Nature, 
r of Maſes made nothing perfect, yer the bring, 
Ing in of a better Hope by the Golpel, did. So 
ag we have nothing further to expect, no more 
nother Revelation, than another Mefliah ; no 


/ 


her Heaven to reward us with. | | 

Bur it may be ſaid, that tho! we gan ſee no 
Reaſon, why, after the full Revelation of the 
Everlaſting Goſpel, by our Saviour and the A- 


for ſome wiſe and great 
knowing the Counſels and Defigns of Providence, 


are not always as aur Thoughts. 


Ing into the Myfteries of his Secret Counſels 
d Deſigns, they being paſt Man's finding out. 
Pur Things reveal'd, as they belong to us to 
* — 0 ſo „* obliged to believe, and keen 
e ro, Without giving way to large Hy — 
eres Expettarions, where he kes glben u 

po Grounds for them, We are ſure, that God 
45s reveal 'd all that he had promiſed to reveal, 
chat is requiſite for us to know; becauſe his 


Wnin'd, tells us ſo, And tis © 
ty to take his Word for it. 


But to ſuppoſe, that there may be many things 


ur iadiſpenſable 


and 
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We can't exceed its Rules in gur. 
Practice, nor be defective in any part of Durze ' 


* 


ore, than another God to reward us, and ano- 
en. 4 


poſtles, there ſnould be any new Revelations giv- 
en q et many Things may ſberequiſite, or neceſſary 
Purpoſes, which, we not 
may not ſee any reaſon for. For God's Thoughts 
Ti The Diſpenſations of Providence, tis true, ate 


ot to be meaſur d by our narrow Scantlings: Nor 
any finite Underſtanding capable of 22 


ations, where he has given us 


ord in Scripture, by which we are to be deter- 


or yet reveal'd, — to be reveaPd for wiſe 


\; 
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( 18.) 

and great Purpoſes, ſeems to allow too gibas a 
Tre for the Workings of Imagination 
which under Pretence of revealing many 
neceſſary and uſeful Things, has often put 
upon ind, and made ſome believe rhem- 
ſelves moved and acted by the Spirit of 

when afterwards it has been evident, it was n 
thing bur a Deluſion. | 
God did. indeed by this Prophet, tell the ems, 
who were a People of very low and narrow Con- 
ception, under that imperfect Revelation; that 
their Thoughts concerning his gracious Diſpenſa- 
tion under the Goſpel, were not as his Thoughts : 
Which Thoughts of bis are ſince ſufficiently de- 


clar'd and made known by che Goſpel, to all who | 


believe and enjoy that Light; which doegyor 
give the leaſt hint, that he has any Thoughts in 
reſetve, to be imparted to us at any time hereafter, 
And tho“ he did at ſundry Times, a 
Manners, ſpeak in times paſt unto the Farkers, b 
the Prophets, according to the Exigencies of thoſe 
Times, to ſupply the Deficiencies of that glymme- 
ring and imperfect Light, and to remind the 
World of the coming of the Meſſiah, ſo long as 
was neceſſary for that purpoſe, till rhe time of 


Malachi, the laſt of the Prophets; and then there 


was an Intermꝭſſion of Prophecies for about Four 
Hundred. Years, to Fohn the 


he has ſpoken to us by his Son, and gave by him 


ſo full a Declaration of his Will, there is nar the 
like Reaſon, that he ſhould ſpeak to us any more WM 


in ſo extraordinary a manner, 6s 8? 5 
Aud therefore, as tis no wonder, that Prophe- 
cy ſhould cloſe up at the Death of Malachi, be- 


cauſe one of the prime Ends of it did then ceaſe. 


which, was to be a Seal and an Aſſurance af - the 
Duline Inſpiration of the Holy Volumes; the 
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Canon of the Old- Tamm at that time being 
conſigned and compleared by Ex?4, with the Aﬀiz 
france of Malachi, and others of the laſt Pro- 
phers, God did not think good any longer to cons 
tinue the 9 Spirit among them, So, for 
the Reaſoris before given, tis as little to be wor 
dred at, that the Divine and Miraculous Gift of 
Inſpirarion, ſhould teaſe in the Chtiftian Church, 
when the Scripture Canon of the New Teſtamens 
was perfected, which was done by St. John the 
Divine, in his Book of Prophetick Letters to the 
Seven Churches ef A/ia,(z)concerning things which 
were then ſhortly to come to paſs, as he tells them 
in rhe Preface. De 
For, no doubt, but thoſe Churches, to which 
he wrote this Revelation, had by that time the reſt 
ofche Apoſtles Writings in their Hands. Tis not 
confiſtent with the Zeal of thoſe Early Times of 
Chriftianiry, nor with the very Defign and Rea- 
ſon of the Apoſtolick Writings, to ſuppoſe, as ſome 
Learned Men do, that the preſent Sripere- Ca. 
non ſhould lay concealed in the Coffers of parti 
cular Churches, or of private Men, to whom 
they were written, and ſhould be unknown to other 
Churches, till about 130 Years after Chriſt. Fot, 
the Four Goſpels, Acts, and general Epiſtles, were 
written to all Churches and Perſons tlitoughour 
the World; and as they were written to be | 
liſhed, fo doubtleſs they were publiſh'd ſo ſoon as 
written: The like might be ſaid of rhe * — 
written to particular Churches and Perfonsy 
which ſo ſoon as they had receiv'd, they according 
to their known Zeal, muſt have commumcated 
them to others, or Copies of them were com- 
municated by the Authors themſelves: S0 
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(2) Rev. 1. 2. 
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har ao Church could be ignorant of rhe pybliſh, 
ed Books of their Religion, that were thus com- 
municared to then. fore Enſebius tells us, 
(a) Thar when John the Apoſtle wrote his Goſpel, 
the Goſpels .of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, were 
in all Mens Hands: And (b) St. Peter intimares, 
that the Epiſtles of St. Paul, which is another 
>nfiderable Part of the Canon of the New-Teſta- | 
ment, were commonly read, tho' a very bad uſe i 
was made of them by ſome : And without Que- 
ſtion, * reſt of the Apoſtolick Letters were like- 
wiſe publiſh'd. 2 
I ſay therefore, that the Scripture-Canon was 
compleated by St. Fohn the Div. ne, when he wrote 
his Revelation, which he ſeals up with this Sati- 
ction, that perhaps, as is moſt proper, was intended 
to be applied to the whole Volume of the New- 
Taſtament; (c) I teſtify unto every Man that heareth 
the Words of the Prophecy of this Book, If any 
Man ſhall add unto theſe Things, God ſhall add unto 
him the Plagues that are written in this Book, - 
Bur tis Pier argued, that part of this Re- 
velation, which was written by ſame other of 
the Apoſtles, beſides what we now have, was 
loſt ; and therefore a New Revelation is thought 
ſeaſonable and neceſſary ro ſupply that Loſs. 
I anſwer, whether there were any more Books 
ritten by the Apoſtles, than thoſe now in our 
Hands, is a Queſtion which we are inclin'd to 
derermine in the Negative ; becauſe, if rhere 
had been ſuch, we do with reaſon think, that 
the ſame Providence of God, and the ſame Care 
oſ the Church, which has preſery'd Theſe, would 
doubtleſs have prefery'd them alſo, eſpecially, it 
they contain'd any Doctrine beſides what is con- 
min'd in Theſe. Bur ſuppoſing there were other 
(a) Exſeb, M. E. I, 3. 6.14. (b) 2 Pet. 3. 15. (e Rev. 23. TE 
Goſpels 


i 

Goſpels and Epiſtles, written by ſome of the Apo- 
— cis — which are now loft, yet 
we believe chat they contained only the ſame Do- 
cCrine for Subſtance, the ſame Form of Sound 
Words, differing only in the Expreſſion that 
theſe do; becaule rhe Apoſtles were all taught 
like by the ſame Maſter, Chriſt; and were e- 
ightned by the ſame Holy Ghoſt; and conſe- 
W quencly could relate bur the ſame Things. Nay, put 
che caſe as far as it will bear, that ſeveral Pieces 
of theſe Apoſtles Writings (ſome of whoſe Books 
are {till extant) miſcarried, yet even that will not 
prove the neceſſity of another Revelation. For, 
Je Books that remain, are ſufficient; I mean, 
u of chem taken together, as is Self-evidenr'; 
gecauſe they contain a repeated Abrogation of 
e Moſaic Law, ſo far as tis Ritual and Judici- 
| ; a Complear Syſtem of Principles and Mo- 
s; the Hiſtory of rhe Parentage, Conception, 
Pirch, Miracles, Doctrine, Death, Reſurrection, 
1 nd Aſcention of our Saviour: The Deſcent of 
Y 

1 
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ee Holy Spirit on the Apoſtles; their Divine In- 
iration, and Miraculous Powers, their Epiſtles 
private Perſons, ro Churches and Nations; in 
| hich they often profeſſedly repeat the Subſtance 
f rhe Chriſtian Religion, as well in what re- 
eas Faith, as Manners. In ſhorr, a Man can't 
ad rhele Books, without moſt plainly perceiv- 
s. char they are ſuch an Account of the Reli- 
on they rcach, as needs no Supplement. And 
ſo, we may then as well expect a ncw Reli 
Won, as another Revelation. 
When therefore this Revelation was com- 
eared by the Hands of the Apoſtles, the Spirir 
Revelation withdrew ; and in that particu- 
r, has been ſilent about 1600 Years, There have 
dt been wanting ſome, J ſhould have ſaid a 


grear 
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great many ſince, almoft in every Age, who have 
rerended to the ſame Spirit; ſome for matter of 
rayer and Preaching; and ſome have flown hi 


et, fancying, that there was a more perfect I. 
ſpenſation roenſue, as the Modern Prophets ſeetn Nons, 
to inſinuate, than what is contain'd in the Go. MlWary 
Of this Opinion, were the Montaniſts of Halv. 
Id ; and the AbborFoachim fince, whoſe Goſpel Wlthis 
was (d) publiſh'd by the Mendicant Friars, about Res 
Four Hundred and Fifty Years ago, which was wit 
called the Everlaſting Goſpel ; it unaccountably MWWnanr 
took and ſpread it ſelf in Germany, Spain, and oth 
Ttaly 3 and the Profeſſors of it continued for a WF aitl 
long Seaſon. The like Revelations and Viſions, Arti. 
the Famous Quierift, Molinos, at Rome, and his} I 
Followers, have of latter Years been puſhing on WW 1m: 
the World; but for want of Proof to ſup- he C 
port them, they are all expiring again, like an nfiſt 
Ini Fatuus. ad 
Of the ſame Nature, the Pretenſions of theſt Mas 
French Miſſionaries, and their Diſciples, ſeem u At 
be: Let us examine them by the ſtanding Rule 8h: 
of Holy Writ, bringing theſe new Revelations L f rh 
ro that Teſt ; I doubt nor, but we ſhall find them ¶ atio 
to have ſent themſelves ; and their Pretences no uch 
other than the Inventions of Men, or the Delu WWpoot! 
tons of Satan: And therefore, by all means, of Neve 
be rejected, as deſtructive of true Chriſtianitj Eure, 
and conſequently condemned by that (e) ſevere, bu 5 nch 
juſt Sentence of the Apoſtle 5 Though we or atior 


Angel from Heaven preach any other Goſpel um rom 
you; than that which we have already preach'd ul 
to you, let him be accurſed, &c. | 

That the Doctrine which theſe Men advance, 


is another Goſpel from that which is written, 18 


S 0 


1. 


(4) Marth, Paris Hi@, Anno Dem: 1-55. (e) Galer, 8. 
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flight Obſervation will diſcover. Qut of a great 
many, I ſhall only inſtance in few Particulars : 
I. Their Pretenſion to extraordinary Inſpirati- 
ons, Which they ſeem to make an Article neceſ- 
ry to be receiv'd by all the Faithful, in order to 
WSalvation, becauſe, as they ſay, whoever oppoſes 
his Pretenſion, how Righreous ſoever in other 
Reſpects, ſhall be deſtroy'd for want of Faith, 
Vvich the wicked World; is a new Doctrine, diſſo- 
ant from the Scripture, and conſequently is a- 
other Goſpel : Becauſe it alters the Rule of 


aich, eſtabliſn'd in Scripture, by adding a new 


nile to it. For, by another Goſpel, the Apo- 
; tle means ſome what that is added to it, and with 
made neceſſary to Salvation; as it was when 
he Obſcrvation of rhe Moſaic Law was by ſome 
nfifted on, as Obligatory ro Chriſtians, as ever it 
ad been to the Fews. But that Obſervarion 
vas charg d and condemned as another Goſpel. 
Aud by Parity of Reaſon, we muſt conclude, 
hat whatever alters the Terms and Conditions 
r the Goſpel; and makes chat neceſſary to Sal- 
ation, which the Goſpel hath not made ſo, is 
och a perverting of the Goſpel, as makes it quite 
oother Thing: For, that is ro ſer up Thar, as a 
4 Revelation, which hath no Foundation in Scrip- 
ianiry, ure, nor Divine Authority to confirm it: And 
ere, bu 'Y Inch is this new Article of extraordinary Infpi- 
or nations: For, there is no Precedent, either of 
el uni romile, or Example, that we can find, of any 
„ ul 1 ſuch thing, as extraordinary Inſpirations ro be 
eiven to all the Faithful, as'a Sign of State 
of Grace and neceſſary Qualifiation for Happi- 
nels. : When extraordinary Gifts of Prophecy 
aid moſt abound in the Church, all the Faithful 
ad chem not, nor had they any Promiſe to en- 


courage them in Any ſuch Expectation. 
. þ , 
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God indeed had promiſed in (f) Joel, that in 
the Days of the Meſſiah, he would pour out his Spi- 
rit upon all Fleſh: But that Promiſe, hong it 
runs in general Terms, yet muſt be underſtoo 
in a reſtrained Senſe, as the like Expreſſions in 
Scriprure often are. As the Phraſe, all Fleſh, muſt 
be reſtrain'd ro all Men, they only being capable 
of Spiritual Gifts; ſo muſt likewiſe all Men be 
here reſtrain'd'ro ſome of all Ranks of Men; as 
when Hazael is ſaid to bring to the Prophet Eli- 
ſha, (8) All the Goods of Damaſcus, that is, ſome of 
every good thing. So our Saviour (h) healed 
kinds of Diſeaſes, thar is, ſome of every kin 
The Promiſe then of an extraordinary Effuſion, 
includes only all ſorts of Men, without Exclu- 
ſion of Age, Sex, Conditions, or Nation. And 
ſo che ' Promiſe was fulfil'd in the Days of the 
Apoſtles, according to this limited Senſe, when Wl 
it was moſt likely, there ſhould be a general Ef- 
fuſion of rhe Spirit upon every individual Per- 
ſon, if ever any ſuch had been intended by rhe 
Promiſe : Bur as there was no time before thoſe "Is 
Days, in which this Promiſe wasfully made goed, 
ſo are we not to expect any After- times, for the 
Completion of it. | 
Bur, the New Prophets expect it, according to 
the Interpretation they put upon Joel Prophecy, 
whith, as they would perſwade themſelves, is 
now fulglling, when all Mankind, from the leaſt 
to the greateſt, ſhall be taught immediately by 
the Spirit of God: t The firſt Fruits whereof, in 
the Apoſtle's Days, as they ſuppoſe, implies ra- 
ther than excludes ſuch a Harveſt, and the Judg- 


— 


, #1, 
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(f) Joel 2. 2. 28, &c. (g) 2 Kings 8. 9. ch) Lacy“ Preflce t 
ii Proph* Warn, part I. page 12. 


ments 
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It 
od ur, 1ſt, ler us hear the Prophecy it (elf out, 
in and the Expoſition of it, from a more infallible 
it Spirit. And it ſhall come paſs in the laſt Days, 
le that Iwill pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh,and your 
be Fon, and your Daughters ſhall Prophecy, your old 
45 Men ſhall dream Dreams, your Young Men ſhall 
li- ſee Viſions. And alſo upon the Servants, and upon 
of the Handmaids, will I pour out my Spirit, &c. By 
1 theſe Days is not meant all the Days of Chriſti- 
\ aniry 3 but only the Days of the Apoſtles, when 
on, ſuch Revelations were common, For, in thoſe 
ju-ſame Days, as it follows in that Prophet, I wil 
nd ew Wonders in the Heavens, and in the Earth, 
the Blood and Fire, and Pillars of Smoak. The Sun 
en l be turned into Darkneſs, and the Moon inte 
Ef. Blood, before the terrible Day of the Lord come 3 


chat is, before the Deſtruction of Feru/alem, and 
Diſſolution of the Temple, according to our Sa- 
=T viour's Interpretation of this Paſſage. () Alþ 
' EXE which Signs and Judgments fell our before the 
Death of St. John, and the end of that Genera- 
tion of People, as our Lord foretold. 
hat this Prophecy did immediately relate to 
thoſe Times, and was then punctually accom- 
pliſh'd, 1s farther evident, by what the Prophet 
nnd our Saviour ſays, concerning the Deliverance 
ag which rhe Jewiſh Chriſtians ſhould meer with, 
from that ſad Calamiry. And it ſball come to poſs, 
ſays Joel, that whoſoever ſhall call on the Name of 
the Lord, that is, Chriſt, ſhall be deliver'd from 


— — 


a See Joſephus do beth Jud. l. 7. 
E thas 


( 26) 


that direful Judgment; for in Mount Sion, and 
in Feruſalem ſhall be deliverance, as the Lord hath 
ſaid, that is, of the Fews, chat believe, and i 
the Rer nant whom the Lord ſhall call to Chriſtianity, 
How this Prophecy was, by a ſpecial Diſpen- 
ſation made good to rhe Chriſtians at Feruſalem,is 
very obvious, as well as wonderful to obſerve; 
() When C-ftus Gallus took the upper City, and 
then on the ſudden, without any viſible Cauſe, 
raiſed the Siege; the Chriftians raking Warning 
by this and» other Signs, preſently deſerted the 
Place, retiring according to our Lotd's Premonition 
into the Mountains of Pella in Peræa. So that 
when ſome Months after, another Roman 
General came to renew that fatal Siege, there 
was not one Chriſtian remaining in the City, in 
whole Ruins, eleven hundred Thouſand Fews 
were buried. This Calamiry might well be called 
the terrible Day of the Lord; when He exer- | 
ciied ſo ſevere a Judgment on his Enemies, and 


ſuch diftinguiſhing Mercy to his Servants. 


j 


(c) And after the Tribulation of thoſs Days, ſays our 15 


Saviour, he ſhall ſend his Angels with the great 
Sound of a Trumpet, and they ſhall gather toge- 
ther his Ele& from the four Winds, from one end 


Heaven to the other, u, tin , 1 , dung WM 


putt? gdh ys Ouvic wyshre, that is, And then 
immediately after that Tribulation, will he ſend F 
forth his Meſſengers or Miniſters, tiled, (d ,.] 
«577, with the Trumpet or Voice of the Goſpel, il 
by rhe preaching of which they ſhall gather to- 
gether bis Elect, that is, Chriſtians from a- 
mong the Genriles over all the World. This 
was preſently to follow the Tribulation of thoſe 


— — 


Dr 


| (b) Euſeb. H. E. I. 3. 6.5. (c) Matth. 24. 31. (d) 2 Chron. 36. 
IS. . 
Days. 


(270 
Days. Before this time, the Apoſtles were ſent 
only (e) to the loſt Sheep of the Hauſe of Iſrael, ro þ 
whom the Promiſe and Offer of Reconciliation | 
was firſt made; and forbidden to go into the 
way of the Gentiles, But now upon the Fews 
rejecting that gracious Overture, they are caſt 
off, and the Gentiles are called in, whoſe com- 
ing is repreſented, as haſtening from the four 
Winds, agreeably to our Saviour's Prediction 
tt) Many. ſhall come from the Eaſt,and from the M eſt, 
from the North and from the South, and ſhall fit down 
in my Kingdem ; and the Children of the Kingdom 
ſhall be 41 into utter Darkneſs. This was to be 
compleated in that Age; Verily I ſay unto you, 
| ſays our Saviour, This Generation ſhall not paſs 
away, till all theſe things be fulfilled. The Phraſe, 
„ z cury This Age or Generation ſhall not 
paſs away, demonſtrates, that what he had hither- 
to mention'd, was to come to paſs, not at the 
final Converſion of the Fews, or Day of Judg- 
ment, but in that very Age, whilſt ſome of that 
Generation of Men were living, as the (h Words 
| clearly import, and are never taken in *ny other 
Senſe in the New Teſtament. A 

As the Judgment was to take place in that 
Age; ſo the extraordinary Effuſion of the Spirit 
foretold by the Prophet, was then fulfill'd, as - 
St. Peter ſays, when the Holy Ghoſt, at the fa- 1 
mous Time of Penteeoſt, deſcended upon the 
Diſciples. This which is come to paſs (ſays he) 


* 


— — . . — j — 


(e) Matth. 10. 5,6. (f) Luke 13. 28, 29. (g) Math. H 1. 16. and 
ch. tz. 42,45, Mark 8- 12. Luke 7. 31. eh, II. 29, and ch. 
16. „ and chez 1 32. Act. 2, 40. at x 
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is the Completion of that which is ſpoken of by 
the Prophet Joel, in theſe Words, Ir ſhall come 10 
paſs in the laſt Days, Iwill pour out my Spirit upon 
al Fleſh (that is, Perſons of all Ranks) and your 
Sons and your Daughters ſhall Prophecy, &c. And 
for the Terror and Condemnation of ſuch, as 
would nor be convinc'd by this and other Miras 
cles, the Apoſtle repeats Foe!'s and our Saviour 
Prodigies, which boded the ſad Calamities that 
were to enſue, and the utter Diſſolution of the 
Fewiſh Government, which ſeems to be meant by 
the Sun's being turned into Darkneſs, and the 
Moon into Blood. And then he tells them of that 
Remarkable Deliverance which God would 
work, for thoſe that believed, in the Time of 
this general Diſtreſs and Ruin; And it ſhall come 
te paſs, that whoſoever ſhall call on the Name of 
the Lord, ſhall be ſaved. From thefe Premiſſes 
we infer, that Joel's Prophecy of Inſpiration does 
not remain now to be fulfill'd, bur, as Foel fore- 
told, and St. Peter declar'd, is long fince ac- | 
compliſh'd. 

It's therefore incumbent on them, who wou'd 
have the Completion of it exrended ro theſe 
Times, to prove it, if they can, from other 
Places of Scripture. 

How obvious ſoever they may imagine the 
matter lies before them, cwill not perhaps be ſo 
eaſie a Task to ſnew, that the Phraſe of the 
laſt Days is to be extended beyond the firſt Cen- 
tury, or the Age of the Apoſtles. For, accor- 
ding to the common Sentiments of moſt Learned 
Interpreters, the laſt Days refer and belong only 
to the Beginnings of Chriſtianity, and fignifie 
the laſt Times of the Jewiſh Stare, concurring 
with the Times of the Meſſiah, and the erectin 
of his Kingdom, by calling the Geariles, a 

: ſertling 


of 
* 


CS. 
ſertling a Chriſtian Church to ſucceed thar of ris 
Fews, and is called (b) v v , the Eng 
or Concluſion of the Ages, the very Time 6 
Chriſt's Perſonal Appearance on Earth, For 
Wwhere-ever the Apoſtles ſpeak of the laſt Days, 
Wor laſt Times, whether with Relation ro Chri- 
i ianiry, or Apoſtacy from it, tis as being then 
Wctually come, and ſhortly after to be concluded: 
Beſides what has been already urg'd from the 
WPropher Foel and St. Peter's Interpretation of 
Wim : There are other Circumſtances concurring, 
Wo point our chat Time to be the laſt Days afore- 
id. Tis ſaid, that in theſe laſt Days, God 
ath ſpoken unto us by his Son; which was then 
Ectually, and literally done; and that in the laſt 
WT ime, there ſhould be Mockers, walking after their 
pn Luſts ; and that they were then come, is evi- 
Went from the following Words, (i) Theſe ere 
bey who ſeparate themſelves, (k) Little Children, 
no the laſt Hour, and as you have heard that 
0: ichrift ſhall then come, fo now are many Anti- 
Writs, whereby you may know that this is the laſt 
our. Again, (1) This know, that in the laſt Days, 
ere ſpell be perilous Times, for Men ſhall be Lo- 
ers of themſelves ; and that thoſe Times or Days, 4 
ad Pcrſons, were then come, is evident from his " 
rhortation (m) 2 turn away from them, and his | 
MW haracter of chem, hh Of theſe are they that creep 
% Widows Houſes : And that the laſt Times 
ere mention'd, were already come, we learn 
om his Admonition to Timothy, to put the Bre- 
Wren in Mind of theſe Things, Here is a Nar- 


— — 


(h) Heb. 9. 26. (i) Jude 19. 19. (k) 1 John 2. x8, Sy a? 
er ic. (1) 2 Tan, 3. 1, 2. (m) Ver. 3. Ver, 6. (n) 8 
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rative of what the Spirit had foretold ſhouly Wl If 
happen in the laſt Days, of the Few/b Stats, Velati 
which was the firſt Age of Chriſtianity, both XY; er OL 
the general and plentiful {Effuſion x e h⸗ 
Ghoſt, and by an Si from the Faith: 1 In 
they all — in with the Times then preſent, tors 
declare and determine thoſe to be the Days ap. Nr. I 
propriared for the fulfilling, of thoſe Prediction . a 
whichin a peculiar manner are diſtinctly anſve 
red by the Occurrences and Character of 'rhoſ 
TI Imes » 

But if, with others, we ſhould grant, chat bY 
the laſt Days, is meant all the Space of Time 
from Chriſt's firſt, ro his . Appearance 9 
Vet this will make nothing for this latter Bier 2 
ſation: For, as the laſt Days hold in this large 
Acceptation, ſo long the Revelation of the Golf 
ipel is to continue, without any Alteration, as ai 
pears, not only from the Nature and Perfection i 
i, but alſo from vrhat the Apoſtle argues, As (9 ii 
it appointed unto Men once to die (ſays he) 1 
after this to Judgment: So Chriſt was once offer. 
#0 bear the Sins of many; and unto them that lu 
for him, ſhall he appear the ſecond Time, wit hau 
Sin-Offering, unto Salvation. That is, As ther < 
1s no Alreration in the State of Men, fra 

Death unro Judgment, but as they die, ſo tho 
will — at Judgment: So there is no Alter 
tion to be between Chrift's firſt appearing, wha 

he offered himſelf; and his ſecond, when he e 1 | 
come in like manner, as he was ſeen to go ini 


Heaven. 


n — At es. 


60) Heb, 5. 27, 28: | (p) Lacy 
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If there is to be any Alteration, as to this Rez 


"og lation, it is not to be before, but muſt be af- 
ch b er our Saviour's ſecond Appearance. But of that 
Hol e have nothing to ſay. 2 | 
And In Oppoſition to the Office of Authoriz'd Pa- 
eſent, tors and Teachers, the Spirit, by the Mouth of 
ys ap. Ar. Lacy, tells his Followers, (p) He will arm them 
— ib Arguments, that they may be able to give 4 
we. na Account of their Hope in him, and then 
hoe lf pplies to them part of God's Promiſe to the Chri- 
1 ian Church: The Scripture, ſays he, you will 
ar bl Ind more at large, of teaching every one himſcif, 
Time, oe another, even from the leaſt to the greateſt 3 


4 Servants and Handmaids, and young Children, 
ind from grown Perſons ; that cheſs ſhould re- 
ebe Promiſes of the Spirit abundantly, not in 
e comm way of Communication, 
There is nothing fo fair, as to give the Holy 
ripture Liberty to ſpeak out its own Senſe, 
ithout being interrupred ; by that means we 
Wall beſt come to underſtand it. 
o Behold, the Days come, ſaith the Lord, that I 
5/1 make a New Covenant with the Houſe of I. 
el, and with the Houſe of Judah. Not accor- 
ng to the Covenant that 1 made with 
eir Fathers, in the Day that I took them by the 
*, to bring them out of the Land of Egypr,&" 
hi, fall be the Covenant that I will make 
eh them, I will put my Law in their inward 
erte, and write them in their Hearts, and I will 
their God , and "they ſhall be my People. 
And they Hall teach no more every Man his 
eighbour, ſaying, Know the Lord: For they f 


— 


(p) Lacy's Pro. War, part, 3. P. 17, (q) Jer. 3 . 31, &c. 


know 
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know me, from the leaſt. of them unto the greiteſt of 
them, &c. For I will forgive their Iniquity, and! 
will remember their Sin no more, 

This very Promiſe in Feremiah, is alſo in Word; 
at length, cited and explained by the Apoſtte, (ij 


and applied to the Iwo Covenants : And tte gives 


the Hebrews the Reaſon, why the Temporary 
Covenant of the Law made With the Fathers, n 
aboiiſh*, by the Introduction of the Eternal Co- 
venant of che Goſpel, of which Chriſt is the! 
ediator; by whole Sufferings twas confirmed: 
And ever fince that time, this Covenant has been 
in full Force and Authority. Will this Man | 
Spirit preſume to charge the Divine Veracity and 


Goodneſs with 8 of his Promiſe 


ro Chriſtians, the Members af this Covenant, 


from the time it was firſt ſtruct and eſtabliſh'l 
with them, till now? Has the Chriſtian Church 8 
for Sixteen or Seventeen Hundred Years, been if 


left deſtitute, or kept in Juſpence of thoſe migh- | 


ty Bleſſings which God promiſed it under the |; 


whole Diſpenſation of rhe Goſpel, according u 


the Tenor of this Covenant? 


.earion of it by the infallible Rule of Scriprure 


which as *cis the ſureſt way to bring us to a right 


Underſtanding, ſo ought in all reaſon to deter. 


mine this marrer, 


The Nature and Terms of this Covenant, ar: 


already handled, we have no occaſion to conſider 


it further, than the necefſawy Explication of rh: 


Words now before us, require. God pracioully} 
3 to enter into a New Covenant with the 

ouſe of rael, and of Judah, a: the coming of 
the Meſſiah, not ſuch as he had made with rhe! 


»” 
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Fathers, when he led them out of Egypt, which 
for the moſt part conſiſted of obſcure YPes and 
Shadows, of innumerable, coſtly, and burthen- 
ſome Rites and Ceremonies, ſuch as no Man 
could ever have diſcover'd, or in the leaſt diſcer- 


e ned himſelf obliged to obſerve and perform, 
wy unleſs he had been inſtructed, that they were com- 
*. manded by a Divine Law-giver, and had the 


Obſervance of them frequently inculcated to 


rhe him: But the Covenant God would now make 
nd: with them, ſhould ſpare them moſt of that Pains 
been and Charge, and wherein they ſhould not want 
apt much Teaching and Inftruction : For, he would 
' and aboliſh thoſe external, expenſive Rituals, and 
mule l, h put his Laws into their Minds, and write them 
nant, i i, their Hearts; ſo that they ſhould nor have 
lim much occafion to reach every Man his Neigh- 
wra ll bour, to know the Lord, that is, the way to ſerve 


and Worſhip him; for they all ſhould know 
That, by the Law and Inſtruction written in 
= their Hearts. Which by the Oppoſitioa here 
made between the two Covenants, plainly im- 
WE ports the Excellency of the Golpel above rhe 
Law ; chat whereas, That was vail'd under Types 
and Shadows, This ſhould be deliver'd with the 
greateſt Perſpicuity and Plainneſs of Words; 


cur The Perſpicuity and Suitableneſs of whoſe Pre- 
| Wifcepts, in Compariſon of the obſcure and diſa- 
rt, a  orceable Obſervances of the Moſa:ck Inſtitution, 
nficer A fnould be fo fnatural, familiar, eaſie, and every 
f the way accommodatedto the Reaſons andUnderſtan-. 
ciouſ WW andings, to the Apprehenfions and Tempers of 


Mankind, that every Man might eaſily, and 
without mueh ſearching, attain the Knowledge 
Wot them, and prattiſe rhem : God would clearly 
nd peripicuouſly make known his Will, being 
In the main nothing elſe but the Moral Law, 
| x- on 


' ways tothe end of rhe World: Not only to the 


& -/ 
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or the Law of Nature improv d; and by his Haly ſe 
Spirit make ſuch a deep Impteſſion of it on their ſe 
Spirits, and fo, continually bring it to cheit Re. th 
membrance, by their turning to the Goſpel, that (4 
it ſhould be as powerful, as if it were written on #0 
their Hearts. Not that all outward Teaching H. 
ſhould by that means be rendred entirely 'uſeleſs, lec 
or ceaſe ; or that his Spirit ſhould repeat the Fic 
ſame Revelation to Men, that thereby the Goſpel the 
alſo might become leſs uſeful. Nor the ſirſt; bs to! 
cauſe in the Law, Moſes taught God's Will, and 1 
expounded it unto the People, as did after him tor 
thoſe that ſat in Moſes's Chair, rho? it was then Re 
ſaid, (a) The Commandment which I command Dil 
#hee this Day, is net hidden from thee ; abe Word for 
it near unto thee, in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart, this 
and in thy Hands, that thou ſhewldeſt do it. Ser, = 
n 


J have ſet before thee Life and Death : The Practice 
ot Chriſt and his Apoſtles, was the ſame, fince Wi 
the Promiſe . receiv'd its Aecomptiſhment. Wl 
And they did not only teach zin Perſon, i 
but eſtabliſh'd alſo a ſtanding Miniſtry, ot 
Order of Men, to carry on this Work ro the 
End of the World ; in the Performance of which 
Chriſt promiſed to be with them; (b) Go and 
Diſciple all Nations, &c. and 1» I am with you A. 


end of that particular Age, as if the Promiſe had 
been limited to the Rerlons of the Apoſtles, to 
whom he ſpake theſe Words; but to the end of 
the Goſpel-Ape, and the Conſummation of al 
chings, ſo long as tbere were any to be difcipled ot 
taught, and conſequently to theit Succeſſors ; 25 
the Phraſe, which is applied likewiſe to the Of,. 
fices of Baptiſt and the Lord's-Supper, that in- 
— —— ùð¹¹b—ͤäͤ—ͤ— N ĩůQ[I E 

(a) Dent 6. 6. (b) Matth. 28. 19, 20. 


ſeparably 1 


4 2 1 . a 
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ſeparably belong to the ſame Miniſtry, does in 
ſeveral Places of Scripture clearly. import. And 
therefore, tho' the Apoſtle” lays of the Goſpel, 
(4) The Word of Faith which we preach, is nigh 
to the Chriſtian in his Mouth to confeſs, and in his 
Heart to believe it; yet notwithſtanding he ſet- 
led ſtanding Rules to direct both Paſtors and 
Flocks, Teachers and People, in the diſcharge of 
the ir reſpective Duties of Teaching and Hearing 
to the end of the World. 

Nor the Second; as was abundantly prov'd be- 
fore, from the Sufficiency of the Goſpel- 
Revelation, which is Yer ie to any new 
Diſcoveries that can ſuppos d neceſſary 
for the Spirir to make, So that by Writing of 
this Law in the Hearts of Chriſtians, and put - 
ting it in their inward Parts, that they ſhall have 
no need to teach every one his Neighbour, is 
meant only, that the Law and Doctrine of the 
Goſpel is plain and intelligible in it (elf ; fo ob- 
vious and agreeable to our Reaſon, and the na- 
tural Notions we have of God, rhat Men 
may eafily underſtand it; and what upon 
their due Application, the Spirit of God will 
ſet home to their Hearts, and effectually im- 
print it on their Memory, by his ordinary Com- 
munication and Aſſiſtance, which is and always 
will be continued in the Chriſtian Church. For, 
tho' the Promiſe of extraordinary Influence, of 
the Spirit was made tc the firſt Preachers of Chri- 
ſtianity, and ought not to be extended beyond 
them; yet the Participation of it, in an or- 
dinary Meaſure and Degree, was promis d to 
all Chriſtians in all Ages; and this Gift is be- 
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(d) Rom. 10. 8, 9. 
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(36 ) 
ſtowed upon every particular Chriſtian, and eye. 
ry ſincere Believer ; for in this Senſe, we receive 


the Promiſe of the Spirit by Faith; And (d) if 


any Man has not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 
of his. | | 

That this Gift extends to all Perſons in all 
Times and Ages of the Church, ra all chat fin- 
cerely embrace the Chriſtian Religion, and are 
admitted into it by Baptiſm, is plain from the 
latter part of that Diſcourſe of St. Peter, which 
had occaſion ro mention before; Repent, and 
be Baptized every one of you, in the Name of Je- 
fus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall 
receive the Gift of the Holy Gheſt. And that this 
was not a Favour and Priviledge peculiar to the 
Primirive Times of Chriſtianity, bur common 
to all ſucceeding Ages, is evident from what fol- 
lows, (e) But the Promiſe, that is, of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is unto you and to your Children, and 85 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God ſhall call. 

And in this Senſe, our Saviour makes good that 
Promiſe which he made to his Apoftles, #0 be 
with them always, in the work of making Diſci- 
ples, and baptizing them, to the Exd of the World; 
thar is, he would accompany the Labours of the 
Paſtors and Teachers of his Church in all Ages, 
with ſuch a Preſence and Influence of his Spirit, 
upon thoſe that were taught and bapriſed, as 
ſhould be ſuitable and proportion'd te the Exi- 
gencies of the Church. 

If it be ſaid, that God who gave theſe extra- 
ordinary Communications of lis Spirit in the A- 
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poſtolical Age, is the ſame God ſtill in ours, and 
therefore can and will do the ſame Things 
again: a 
51 anſwer; That he'is always the ſame God, 
and can do the ſame things, and reveal himſelf 
again if he pleaſes, is certain; but chat he 
ſnould always do the ſame Things, and inſpire 
Men as he did the Prophets and Apoſtles, does 
not follow. For he came down before the Va- 
elites (f) in Thunder and Fire upon Mount Sinai; 
bur he did not do fo in after-Times : He ſhed a- 
broad the Gifts of Tongues and Miracles upon 
Chriſtians in the Apoſtles Days; but he has not 
done ſo in any others ſince. He is the ſame God, 
and has the ſame Care and Kindneſs for his 
Church, and makes ſufficient Proviſion for the 
inſtructing of it in all Times : Bur he does not 
always work the ſame Effects, but only accor- 
Ning to our Occaſions and Neceſſities. The Gift 
of Inſpiration was neceſſary to the firſt Preachers 
f the Goſpel, ro recollect and explain Chriſt's 
Doctrine fully ro them, and enable them effectu- 
Wally to publiſh and plant it in the World: And 
when that was done, this extraordinary Gift was 
o longer neceſſary : Afrer-Ages having the Illu- 
minations of thoſe that went before, contain'd 
Wn the Writings of the Apoſtles, which were fo 
ull of Rules and Directions, and fo well 
Warified by miraculous Atteſtations, ro inſtruct 

hem in all Chriſtian Knowledge, needed no further 
extraordinary Helps. And therefore this Gift 
as then to ceaſe, purſuant to That of the Apo- 
le: (5) N hether there be Prophecies, they ſhall 
ail ; whether there be Tongues they ſhall ceaſe ; 


— 
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(f) Exod. 18. 16, 18. (2) 1 Corin. 13. 9. 
whether 
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whether tber lie Knowledge, what is, inſpi 
Knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away : which 
to be a Prediction, chat the Gifts of Prophecy and 
Tongues, and inſpired Knowledge, ſo neceſlary 
to the Infancy of the Church, were to ceaſe, 
when the Church was eftabliſh'd, and come t 
Maturity: So the Alluſion the Apoſtle makes oſ 
the Church, runs parallel ro the Age or State of 
Man; and implies, that theſe extraordinary Af, 
fiftances were to be but remporary ; Mhilſt I wa þ 
a Child, I ſpakhe as 4 Child, I underſtood u 4 
Child. This was the Childhood of the Church, 
bur theſe Helps of the Infant - State were to va. 
niſh, as it rook Roor, and grew upto Manhood; 
When I became a Man, I put away Childiſfh 
Things : We know in part, and we prophefie in 

part; that is, at prefent this Inſpiration is im. 
perfect; this Epiſtle being one of the earlick 
written, and the Scripture-Canon at hat time not 
being finiſhed, and generally come abroad. Bu 
when that which is perfect is come; that is, a 
I apprehend, not only the Perfection of the o. 
ther World, but a more perfect State of the 
preſent Church, when the Canon ſhall be «cop 
ſummated, and commonly given out, then that 
which is in part ſhall be ſuperceded, and done 
away. Extraordinary Gifts, which but ew 
Perſons are endued with, ſhall rerminate; in the 
Room of which ſhall ſucceed one company 
univerſal | Scriprire-Rule by which all Man- 
kind are ro govern themſelves in all Religiow 
Matters. | 


But then, how can we underſtand this Rule Wi riared 


without the help of an infallible Guide t0| 
interprer it? Therefore ſays Mr. Lacs 1 22 
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Ty. 
(k) T would that Men ſbould depend upon the ſame 


do for the enditing them, ann ee. 
That pretended ullirerare Gentleman might as 

well have ſaid, that Men ought to depend on 
the ſame Authority, for rendring the Scriptures out 

F the Learned Languages, in which they were at 
firſt revealed and written, imo the Modern 

S Languages of all Nations under Heaven, that 
W firſt endiced them ; and — 1.4 themſelves rhe 
Labout and Study of g rhoſe Tongues, 
for that purpoſe. For, tho they underſtand the 
Language, and are capable of rendriag the 
Words and Phraſes into another Lan yer 
they can't poſſibly underſtand the e of what 
they ſo render, without a new Revelation. 'Sb 
char here muſt be a Revelation of a Revelation ; 
as if God Almighry chuld not at once declare his 
Mind in Words, as expreflive of bis meaning, 


Du as one Man can uſe to another; but muſt 
15, under a Neceſſity of ſending his Spirit from time 
the & WF ro time, to explain them to Mankind: For 
f che want of which the Holy Soriptures muſt have been 
- cov lock d up ever ſince the Days of extraordinary. 
n thut Inſpiration ; and ſo the Chriſtian Church has 

| done BY along continued in Darkneſs and Ignorance, - a- 
t few Bi bour Sixteen Hundred Years, till this new Spirit 
in the of Revelation brought the Key from Heaven to 
ar an open them. This is making the plain Word of 
Man- BF God, of no uſe, without an infallible Interpreter; 
18101 as if it were all involv'd in a Dark, myſterious 


Senſe, like the Heathen Myſteries, which none 
underſtood, bur few Myrhologiſts, that were irit- 
tiated into thoſe Secrets. 


c Lacy's Prophet. Warn, Part I, p. $4. Part 2. p, 9; 
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Authority for explaining the Scriptures, that tb 


(40) 


I will not ſay;this. is charging the Divine Good. 
neſs with deriding Mankind with Mr.Fage's unin- 
telligibleGibberiſh,TringTrang, Twing, Twang, Hing 
Huang; But L aſſert, chat this Poſition is directiy con- 
trary to the Nature and Deſign of Divine Revela- 
tion, which was to make known, evident, and 
certain, that which before was a ſecret and th. 
certain, and not to be ſpelt out by the Light of 
Nature; and + thereby. enlighten Men's Under 
ſtandings, fully inſtructing them in the Know. 
ledge of God's Nature and Will; and cf 
their Duty and Obligation to him: That by this 
meam they might be made Wiſe unto Salvation. 
Whatever is defignd or intended for this end, 
muſt in all Reaſon be plain and clear, and lie 
level tothe ſeveral Capacities of thoſe who are t 
be ſo inſtructed; and ſuch are all ſorts of Per. 
ſons, not only Men of Letters; but alſo thoſe 
of the meaneſt Education. What is (i) reveald 
then muſt be plain, ſo far as it concerns every 
Man's Salvation. What is not reveal'd, is my- 
ſterious, and unſearchable to us; which for that 
Reaſon we are not at all concern d to know, 

God, who wou'd have all Men come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth and be ſav'd, hath for 
that purpoſe deliver'd all Truths, neceſſary to be 
known by us, in plain and obvious Words; and 
the Senſe of what is ſo, wants no infallible In- 
rerprerer to expound it; a reachable Diſpoſition, 
and a due Application of Mind free from Pre- 
judice, and the induſtrious Uſe of Means com- 
mon to Learned Men, with the ordinary Aſſi 
ſtance of the Spirit, will bring us to a right Un- 
derſtanding of it. 


— 
„„ 4 * 2 


(i) So things revealed and ſecret ate oppoſed, Deut. 29. 29. 
T here 


A 

There are indeed ſome paſſages in Scripture 
min- hard to be underſtood; but then what are ſo, are 
not neceſſary to be underſtood in order to Salva- 
ela. tion; and fo need no infallible Guide to help us 
and to the Meaning of them, Theſe Expoſitors have 
to. not prov'd them neceſſary ro be known, nor 
ur of by their extraordinary skill done any other Servite 

towards opening the Senſe of them, but onl 

s ſhew'd themſelves the Fulfillers of thoſe Prophe- 
ar cies, chat ſpeak of the Coming of falſe Prophets. 
this If they do ſee farther into the Senſe of obſcure 
Places, they would do well to convince the World 
of it by better Reaſoning, or by Demonſtration of 
1 lie che Spirir and Power. To tell us only, That the 


nc _ aſſures them, this is the Senſe and Meaning 
Per. of Scripture, withour enabling them ro make it 
choſe eut, is grats dictum; and as ridiculous as the 
eald Confidence of the Popiſh Champions, who ſay, 
ver; . cheir Church is Infallible, without giving any to- 
m. erable Proof of its Infallibiliry : Tho' I muſt 
tha WY confeſs, the Larter gives more Reaſon' for their In- 
| terpretation of Scriprure, than the Firſt pretend to 
Atte offer. They both join Hands in requiring blind 
b for Submiſſion to their Authority, and ſay, that who- 
o be ever would underſtand their Religion, muſt firſt 
"ad come over to their Communion, and believe wich- 
» Tn. out Reaſon. 2: 
mics, (u) I love 4 ready obedient Servant, that does not 
Pre. h to diſpute, ſays Mr. Lacy's Spirit. 4 
wow Which is one of the moſt unreaſonable and ha- 
AM. zardous things in the World, conttary to the expreſs 
Us and often- repeated Caution of Scripture; and 
which expoſes Men to all manner of Illufions. For, 

ar this rare, we muſt believe every one that either 
* fooliſhly conceits, or falſly pretends, that he hath 
29, — — | — 
There 


% Lacy's Proph. Warn. part. 2. p. 3. 
G 2 


(42 ) 
a Revelation; both the Conceited and Enthuſiaſt 
will ſay, they have Revelations with as much af. 
ſurance, as thoſe who are truly and divinely in- 
1 So did (w) Fohn Reeve the Baker and Lo- 
wick Muggleton his Speaker, who gave them. 
ſelves out to be the two 
Revelation; and in Conſequence of it excercis d 
a Commitiion above thoſe of the true Prophets 
and Apoſtles; by virtue whereof they laid aſide 
all outward Worſhip, &c. | 
To take Men's Words in matters of ſuch vaſt 
Importance, is not Faith, bur Credulity. The Pa. 
piſts and theſe Prophets (Imuſt not part them, ſince 
they agree) alledge for this, chat they are infal- 
libly in the right, and rheirs is the true Religion; 
becauſe tis dictated to them by an infallible Spi- 
rit, and conſequently whoever takes their words, 
can't 25 deceiv'd; So ſaid the other Impoſtors; 
nay, Reeve could not tell, whether he was a Mor- 
tal Man, or an Immortal God, ſo full was he of 
the Spirit ; and thereupon aſſum'd a Power to bleſs 
or curſe, ſave or damn to all eternity: Juſt of the 
ſame Spirit and Temper are Theſe. Bur are they 
the more to be credited for This? The more any 
People are in the right, the more willing and de- 
Erous ſhould they be to have their Million and Do- 
ctrine examin d; that Men might upon good Rea- 
ſon be ſatisfy d, that they are true and Orthodox. 
ow earneftly did the true Apoſtles recommend 
eir Doctrine to the ſtricteſt Examination, tho it 
was undoubredly the true Faith of Chriſt 2 (x) Prove 
all things: (y) Believe not every Spirit, but try the 
Spirits, And when any did ſo, how highly are 
== (x) commended for it; and that without any 


{ 1 1 — 
(mw) Riſſiop chich. Repreſent, of Aſugl. (v) i Theſſ g. 2t. 1 

Tohn 4. 1 (2) Acts r7, 11. 
Diſpa- 
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itneſſes, ſpoken of in the 
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(a) Nun 


„ ow 
Gat Diſparagment to the Apoſtles Inſpiration and In- 
' c fall|bility > Whoſoever diſcourages Men from ta- 
a WF king this courſe, and are againft ſubmitting theit 
1. Mizion and Pretenſions to Trial, give ſhrewd 
e WW Suſpicion, that they know ſomething that is amiſs 
dem- in them which will not bear the Trial, and that 
n we makes them ſo loth to have them try'd, 
0 Bur that Religion which is too good to be ex- 
5 1 amin'd, is too dangerous to be believ'd; there be- 
© Wing no other way by which we can be affur'd 'cis 
q from God. If we take it upon truſt, and it ſhould 
vat prove falſe, we flight and act againſt the Apoftle's 
2 Warning and Advice, not to believe every Spirit 
"ne before we have try d the Spirits, whether they are 


nfal- pe God : And thereby we incur the (a) ſad Judg- 
8895 dent that befel Cerah's Abetters: Or the 65 
| 15 nhappy Fate of a true Prephet; who yet for diſo- 
1 dey ing a Certain Command in compliance with 


n uncertain Suggeſtion,receiv'd his due Reward: 
) Or the worſe Calamity that befel the whole 
ation of the Jews, when they were carry'd cap- 
ve into Babylon, for the like credulous Humour. 
heſe Inſtances ſerve for a Terror againſt the like 


Mor- 
he of 
bleſs 
f the 


they redulity 3 by which, as well as, by Unbelief, 
y 75 Man may run a dangerous Riſque. And there- 
450 dre, as we ought not to diſ- believe, where there 


ſufficient Kvidence; ſo neither ought we to 
lieve any thing, wirhour ſufficient grounds of 
Silurance. For, theſe Inſtances of the Divine ſeve- 
ty upon Men's groundleſs Preſumption, are re- 
prded for our Admonition : And however Men's 


Prove Hrward Credulity or unreaſonable Incredulity 
ry the ay eſcape now in the time of God's Patience, 
y - Judgment will one day find them our. 


— 


(a) Numb. 16. (6) 1 Kings 13. 1. (0 2 Chron. 36. 
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(0 44 ) 

But here the Matter deliver'd under the Opera- 
tions of the Spirit, is urg'd as a Demonifration, 
that theſe are true Prophets, and no Counterfeits; 
for /o excellent, ſo pathetic, ſo well digeſted (ay 
they) are their Prophecies ; the words are ſo Power- 
Ful and charming, ſo piercing to the very Heart and 
Soul, as to ſtri le thoſe that hear them with aftoniſh- 
ment and admiration, that they think ti the voice 
of God, and not of a Man, &c. 

A ſwelling Character! 

Quid dignum tanto feret his promsſſor hiatu ? 
After ſo promiſſing a Beginning, one might juſtly 
expect ſome Noble Flights, ſome Sublime Prophe- 
cies and Heavenly Doctrines to enſue opening 
the moſt hidden Myſteries of Providence; and let- 
ting in moſt admirable Rays of Light, from the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs; and deliver d tho? in a mote 
Majeftick, yet more Familiar Stile, than that of 
the Noble and Evangelical 1/aiah, or of rhe 4pe- 
file brought up at the feet of Gamaliel; carrying 
ſuch convincing and cogent Arguments, above 
human Compoſures, as might plainly diſcover the 
Divine Author and Wiſdom from whence they 
proceeded. | . 

But to the greater Admiration and Aſtoniſh- 
ment; Parturiunt Montes, &c. In the whole Sy- 

ſtem of this Effuſion, there are neither Dark or 
Myſterious parts of Scripture open'd and explain- 


ed; nor any new Matter deliver'd, containing 


either Edifying Ideas and Notions of things, to 
enlighten and improve the Underftanding, or new 
Rules to direct the Will and Affection, in matter 
of Repentance, or Practice. If God, or an Angel 
ſpoke by theſe Pretenders, we might eaſily know 
it by his Voice; for, his Voice would be Uniſon 
with his written Word. Bur ſo far are theſe Pro. 
Phetic Rapſodies from bearing a —— . 
1 50 ; _ 7 


(J'S: .. 

Divinely inſpired Writings, chat when compared 
to them, they look like Counterfeit Stones to an 
Oriental Diamond: Nay, they run in ſuch wild 
incoherent Notions, blaſphemous and immodeſt 
Expreiſſions, asplainly diſcover whence they are ; 
viz, from delirious and diſtempered Brains, or Di- 
abolical Enthuſiaſm, the Symptoms are plain. For, 
Firſt, A Delirium, or natural Enthuſialm, ari- 
fing from a diſorder d Brain, oecaſion d by great 
Fervency of Temper, or violent Agitations of che 
animal Spirits, will neceſſarily impregnate the Fan- 
cy, cauſe the Images of Things to come into it ve- 
ry taſt, and produce a very ready Invention of 
Matter, and copious Fluency of Words. So that, 
if under a Fit — this natural or caſual Fervency, a 
Man's Fancy happens to run upon God and Reli- 
gion, and if his Memory be well ſtor d with Scrip- 
ture-Phraſes and Expreſſions, ſuch as thote which 
ſpeak of Anti-Chrift, of the Downfal of Babylon, 
and the Deliverance of the Church, (which theſe 
Men are ſaid to have been taught to learn) tis no 
wonders if he prays or diſcourſes in Scri pture-Lan- 
guage with great Readineſs, and with ſuch Paſſi- 
ſion and Enlargement, as ſnall caùſe him aſſuredly 
to believe himſelf immediately inſpired by the Spi- 

rit of God. | ' 
Inſtances enough might be given of this, nor 
only among Chriſtians, but alſo among the Vota- 
ries of Mahomet, Heathen Poets and Orators, nay, 
among Lunaticks, whoſe Fancies have been often 
ſo ſtrangely elevated and fructified by the Fervar 
of their Temper or Diſeaſe, that not only them- 
ſelves, bur they that heard them, thought, that they 
were mov d and acted by extraordinary Impulſes; 
though there was really not ſo much of the Spirit 
or Religion in them, as is in Religions Dreams 
or Nocturnal Viſions. Theſe Pfbphetick Effuſi- 
e F Ons 
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(46) 
ons ſeem to proceed from ſuch like Cauſe, ariſing 
from exceſſive Faſting and Troubles of Mind; 
which in a manner were unavoidable in a Coun. 
try ravaged by War, and where che. Inhabitants 
were continually har-{s?d by a crue! Enemy, e- 
ſpecially choſe in Arms, who like Partridges were 
chaſed over the Mountains. Thele and the like 
means, might well cauſe more than ordinary diſ- 
order in Nature, and fill their Brains with Vayours | 
and Whimſies. Some therefore have laid the main 
Streſs and Pinch of che Queftion upon this, as 
what gave Occaſion to the firſt Rite of this ne- 
Sect of oliſts: And it may be fairly inferr'd even 
from what themſelves declare, That when our of 
the Extatic Fit, they know little or nothing of 
that Matter, which is deliver'd by the Organ of 
their Mouths, while they are in it: No more does 
a Man in a Fit of Frenzy,or the Paroxiſm of a Fe- 
ver, remember any thing of that rambling Diſ- 
courſe, utter'd by him in his delirious Diſorder, 
when he comes to himſelf again. And why may 
not Men at certain Seaſons be ſubject to theſe, as ' 
many are to other diſtemper'd Fit??? 

And if this be the real Caſe of the Modern 
Enthuſiaſts 3 they are become Objects of Piry 
and Charity, and deſerve to be pray'd for, at 
Lunaticks, and the Unfortunate, rather, than 
condemn'd of Hypoctiſy, or of a worſe Deſign. 

2dly, There is alſo a Diabolical Enthuſiaſm, 
of which we have ſundry Inſtances, ſuch as Ma- 


for Weir, David George, and that Monſter of 


Wickedneſs Fohn Baſilides, Duke of Ruſſia, who 
had all of them ſo wonderful a Gift of Elocuti- 
on, as did not only charm and raviſh thoſe that 
heard them; but ſeemed in the Opinion of the 
moſt diſcerning and judicious Perſons, to exceed 
the Power of Nature. 7 4 el 

Since 


* 
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( 47) 
Since wicked Men have been thus inſpir'd, we 
may conclude, without breach of Charity, thar 
they were moved by an Evil Spirit : And when 
Men are inſpir'd by the Devil, who has the Com- 
mand of Languages; tis the leſs Wonder, if 
he enables them to ſpeak in Tongues: For, ſo he 
did (b) the Pytbian Propheteſs, who ſpake thoſe 
Things in Verſe upon her Inſpiration; which at 
other Times, ſne was not able to read. Several 


(e) others are reported to have ſpoke ſeveral Lan- 


guages in their Fits, which out of them they did 
not underſtand. Mr. Lacy is ſaid to do the ſame; 
le: him ſhew by what Spirit he is acted. The 
Apoſtles, who were inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt, 
uaderitood the Tongues they ſpoke 3 which the 
Heathen Prophets, and theſe Modern Ones do nor. 
By inſpiring his Votaries this way, no doubt 
the Devil may very much promote his own Ends, 
viz. puff up giddy Minds with Pride and Self- 
Conceit, and the more effectually reeommend 
Seducers and falſe Teachers ro the World. *Tis 
bur reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that this ſubtle Agent, 
who ſo thoroughly underſtands his own Game, will 
in ſome Caſes be forward enough to do it; tho? 
the Effect ſecmingly tend, to deſtroy his Inrereſt, 
and overthrow his Kingdom. For, he acts in 
Diſguiſe, often transforming himſelf into an An- 
gel of Light, that he may thereby the more un- 
dilcernably gain upon Mankind. The Saviour of 
the World was aſſaulted by him with Arrows out 
of his own Quiver, the Holy Scripture ; and con- 
ſequently, we may reaſonably. preſume, that he 
will be as ready now to furniſh his Agents with 
the very fame Weapons, to work the Fall of well- 
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aboliſning this Inſtitution, they ſhou'd ſhew theit 


(48) 
meaning Men, whoſe Faith and Stedfaftheſ; 
could ne other way be Chagrin. | 

2. The preſent acting of theſe Pretenders, and 
the Tendency of their Inſpirations, are nor 
only diſſonant from, bur deſtructive of the Holy 
Scripture. Nay, they have already alter d the 
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Inſtitutions of its Charter, and to ſupport But 
the Innovation are ſetting up another Goſpel, Wl Les, * 
By thruſting themſelves into the Service of MW {crring 
the Altar, without a legal Call, they have diſs own,. 
null'd the Miniſterial Inſtitution, which our Sz. Nobſole 
viour himſelf appointed, and his Apoſtles confir. and in 
med; and which was to continue by a conſtant the Ce 
Succeſſion of Men, to the end of the Chriſtian Oe. Volun 
conomy, as the Type of it in the Aaronical and Hand ©: 


Leyirical Prieſthood did, thro? all Revolutions, ro which 


the period of the wih State: The Paſtors and er By 


Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church being appoin- Aim 0 
red by God, as well as thoſe of the Fewsſb, like Irhetic 
all other Divine Inſtitutions, muſt remain in the Hare ſai 
fame State, till it ſhall pleaſe God to change, or with t 
wholly lay thern afide ar Chriſt's Coming; the quent] 
the ſame Authority being requir'd to change any of equ 
Inſtitution, which firſt made it. Now for their 1 
Authority, which muſt be prov'd by as good; "© 5 
clear, ad ſufficient . Teſtimonial = . 
as the Authority, by which this Inſtitution was 4. 
eftabliſh'd, did. If they do not, we have juft war 
Reaſon to look upon them as Uſurpers of the 0 WA 
Holy Office. "ws 0 
And here, if they do not give Sight to tie ber 
Blind, make the Lame to walk, heal all mannet Bl. f BI v 
of Diſeaſes, and raiſe the Dead: Nay, unleſs N "5 
they ſhew Chriſt deſcending again from Heaven, juſtit s 
dying, riſing and aſcending 3; their Miracles will ne, 4 
fall thorr of what their Revelation ſtands in Com- * = 
petition 
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petition with, and pretends to alter; and conſe- 
quently we muſt conclude it to be ancher Goſpels 
a Suppoſitious Revelation, and What is fo far 
from deſerving any Credence to be given to it, or 
regard paid it, that tis to be abominated. It's 
Anathema. 

But their Practice ſtops not in ſingle Inſtan- 
des, they are faitly taking a larger Stride, and 
ſetting up an entire Rule of Faith of their 
own,, to render the Holy Scriprures uſeleis and 
obſolete, and tempt the World to lay them aſide, 
and in the room of them, ſubmit themſelves to 
the Conduct of this new Light, and receive the 
Voluminous Webb, that is ſpinning. off apace, 
and carefully taken in Writing by able Scribes 3 
which at this quick rate, will toon {well to a big- 
ger Bulk, than that of our Holy Bible. What other 
Aim or Tendency can theſe Operations and Pro- 
phetic Warnings be ſuppos d to have ? for they 
are {aid to be dictated by the ſame Divine Spitit, 
with that of Holy Scriptures; and which couſe- 
quently muſt be equally the Word of God, and 
of equal Authority, | 

This ſeems to be the plain Interpretation of 
them. When theſe have once gained footing in 
Men's Faith, who knows, what they will preſent 
the World with next, and whither they will lead 

Icheir Followers? By what already appears, the 
Pretenſion is Literally and in its direct Senſe, an- 
other Goſpel: and as ſuch muſt either be a falſe 
One, or charge our Saviour's Goſpel with Imper- 
fection. The Charge is without grounds : To 
abet and preach then a falſe Gofpel, adds a ſort 
of Blaſphemy to the Impoſture, by aſeribing it to 
the Holy Spirit, and making the God of Truth to 
uitity a Falſity. If it be a true One, what Proof do 
ney give of the truth of it ? do they work Mi- 
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tacles? do they ſpeak Languages, as the Apoſtles 
in an inſtant did; who diſcourſed like Philoſopher, 
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(tho? they had no Human Learning) of the ſubli. Nt 
meſt Arguments; and with as much Freedom uſed MW the th 
the Speech of the ſeveral foreign Nations they in. ¶ of on: 
ſtructed, as if they had been Natives of their Coun. WW HW 
tries? But we do not hear, that Theſe, with all their N <1: 4 
French Air, have yet attempted to do it, even in the I e wi- 
Engliſh Tongue, without the help of an Inrterpre. Ane 
ter. This brings me to i of Di 
2. The other Rule propos'd for Trying and Poctr 
ſudging Doctrines and Teachers by; which 1s tion; 
the Power of working Miracles, under which]! Never h 
comprize Propheoies. All the Revelations that his Ar 
God ever made to the World being confirm'd by MW chis B 
this Teſtimony; 'tis an Argument, that it was hu Credit 
Intention, we ſhould receive no Doctrine à but it. 
come from him, till we ſaw it pro d by this Hi Wh 
dence ; which to prevent all' Fallacy or Deluſion, of If. 
muſt be clear, full and beyond all reaſonable Ex- ſelf fr 
ception 3 and before ir can be ſuch, it muſt be te- this C 
pearcd in ſeveral Inſtances, and of a conſiderable lieve 1 
continuance; otherwiſe it proves not the Cauſe %. 7 
it's produc'd for; nor lays any Obligation upon his, ( 
Men to believe either one or the other. The Au- WF” Ex 
thoriry therefore of all New Miſſions pretended u he Gi 
be from God, muſt be made appcar by this Ie. And it 
ſtimony, that they are really ſo: Then they may believe 
command Reception in the World, and there ca After: 
be no danger in giving them credit; — * Fa 
they carry no Repugnancy to the Divine Perfedti 1 . 
ons, and the Revelations already made; but on ** 
the contrary tend to promote the Honour of God, Bt. . 
and the Good of Mankind. For, here tis a plain 0 ; 6 
Indication, that God appears and ſtands on thei ent n. 
ſide, and bears witneſs to their Miſſion, who Work Trop 


Miracles in gonfirmation of what they ſay. _ 
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Credentials were never queſtion'd by wiſe and 
conſiderate Men, 

Nicodemus himſelf, however afraid of owning 
the thing openly, acknowledg'd the Divine Miſſion 
of our Saviour, when he ſaw his Miracles; (e) He 
know thou art a Teacher come from God: fer none 
can do theſe Miracles which thou doſt, except God 
be with him. 

And as Miracles are an unconteſtable Evidence 
of Divine Authority, when wrought to atteſt a 
Doctrine that bears God's Image and Superſcrip- 
tion; ſo God conſtantly made uſe of them, when- 
erer he made new Diſcoveries of his Will; and 
his Ambaſſadors on that occaſion always produc'd 
this Broad - Seal for their Credentials, ro gain them 
Credit and Reception, and were never ſent with- 
Out It. 

When therefore God ſent Moſes to the People 
of 1/rael, the holy Man would have excus'd him- 
ſelf from delivering that Meſſage, till he receiv'd 
this Credential; ſaying, (d) Behold they will not be- 
lieve me, nor hearken unto my voice; for they will 
ſay, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee, Upon 
this, God gives him the Power of Miracles, to be 
an Evidence to them, That they might believe, that 
the Cod of their Fathers had appeared unte him. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, ſays God, if they will not 
believe thee after the firſt Sign, yet they will believe 
after the latter Sign; or if they diſ-believe after 
that too, thou ſhalt work another Sign: And fo he 
was to go on in working miraculous Signs, till hc 
had convinc'd them. | 
This was God's invariable Method all along 
in the Old Teſtament. Thus likewiſe when He 
ſent his Son into the World; He bare witneſs ta 
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him by more and greater Miracles, than any that 


Moſes, or the other Prophets wrought. 


And when the Son came in his Father's Name: 
tho his Coming was in the fulneſs of time, and x 
fulhiling of ewiſh Types and Prophecies ; and tho 
the Arguments were rational and convincing, by 
which He prov'd to the Doctors his Deſcent from 
Heaven; when, at twelve Years old, He ſat in the 
midſt, by of them, both hearing tem, and asking 
them Queſtions: Yer He did not upon choſe grounds 
alone require, or expect the eus to give cre- 
dit to Him till He had given them farther Proots: 
And therefore at thirty Years of Age, when he 
entred on his Prophetic Office, (e) He went 4. 
bout all the Cities and Villages, preaching the Go- 
ſpel of the Kingdom of God, and working Mi. 
racles in confirmation of it, where-ever he came, 
healing every ſickneſs, and every diſeaſe among the 
People, without refuſing any that apply'd chem- 
ſelves 0 him; inſomuch chat his Miracles were 
as viſible, as his Perſon, and more convincing, than 
his Doctrine. For, his moſt avowed Enemies, (F) 
the Chief Prieſts and P/ari/ers, declar'd in publick 
Council, that He did me Miracles, They muſt 
be unreaſonably partial, and bigotted to their pre- 
judice, if they did not then believe Him: Tho 
we do not indeed find, that any truly believed on 
Him, till they had ſeen his Miracles. | 

It was upon this, as St. Foh» particularly notes, 
Y Hr own Diſciples believed on Him: Vet he ne- 
ver blam'd them for not doing it before; nor 
is there any Intimarion, that He ever charg'd the 
Jews with want of Faith, before He had done ſuch 
greac and wonderful Works among them, à ne- 
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28 
der Man did. And when they continued ſtill ob- 
ſtinate, he did not pronounce on them the Sen- 
tence of final Condemnation, till their Obduracy 
was grown to be a prcof againſt all means of 
Conviction ; no, till they had utterly rejected 
Him, and the Greateſt of all his Miracles; name- 
ly, his Reſurrection from the dead, rho? declar'd 
and atteſted by Eye-wiineſſes of their own, be- 
ſides the Apoſtles, and the corroborating Evidence 
of the Miracies which they did among them, for 
forry Years after, 

The ſame admirable Temper was ſhew'd by 
his Apoſtles, and the lame Methed obferv'd in the 
Exccution of their Commithon ; they always gave 
Signs before they requir'd Faith, 

Uron what account then can any Perſon that 
comes after them, expect to find Entertainment, 
who does not take the ſame Method, and every 
where produce this Evidence; to which, as their 
main Credentials, Ci it and his Apoſtles conſtant- 
ly appeal'd > So, when John the Bap, ſent his 
Diſciples to our Saviour, to be ſatisty d whether 
he were the Meſſias, he refer'd them to his Mi- 
racles; (h) Go and fhew Ir again theſe thing 
that ye hear and ſee; the Blind receive their 
Sight, and the Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, 
and the Deaf hear, and the Dead. are raiſed up. If 
I bear witneſs of my ſelf, my witneſs is not true; 
(that is, ought not to pals for true) but there 15 an- 
other that beareth witneſs of me; for the Works 
which the Father hath given me to finiſh; the ſame 
Mors that ] do, bear witneſs of me, that the Fa- 
ther bath ſent me. | . 
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Tis worth obſerving with what generous Tem. 
per and Humanity our Lord receives theſe Me. 
ſengers, who were really ill- affected towards him 
and che Fame of his Miracles; becauſe their Ma. 
ſter's Character was leſſen d and eclipied by them: 
He does not upbraid them for their Prejudice or 
Unbelief towards his Perſon and Performances; 
bur preſently, for their Conviction, fails on work. 
ing all ſorts of Miracies; ſo the Text ſays, (i 
And in that ſame Hour, he cured many of their 
Infirmities, and Plagues, and of Evil Spirits, &e: 
And then ſaid, Go your way and tell John what 
things ye have ſeem and heard. Now inſtead of all 
theſe convincing Demonſtrations who he was, had 
our Saviour. only this to ſay for himſelf, (as the 
new Prophers have) Go, tell John, that I have the 
Gift of 25 Ag itations, and the Spirit of Pro- 
pbecy; and I will ſome Months hence work Mira- 
cles, and ſpeak Latin and Greek by Inſpiration; 
this Evidence had amounted to juſt nothing at 
all. 
- The ſame extraordinary Power appear in his 
Diſciples and Followers: Who, when they went 
forth ro preach the Glad-Tydings and Inſtitutions 
of the Gopſel, did nor feed People with Promiſes 
and Expectations of Miracles, but actually did 
them at firſt Sight: And to prevent all Suſpicion of 
Fraud and Impoſture, they were done, not a- 


mong themſelves, or in a Room, and then given 
our and noiſed abroad, but in as publick man- 


ner as thoſe of their Maſter before; that every 
Man might ſce them, and judge of them. There- 
fore tis jaid, ( God gave Teftimony to the Word of 
his Grace, and granted Signs and Wonders to be 
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done by their Mands, The Fame hereof preſents 
ly ſpread, and thereupon Mulritudes of People 
ran in to them, and believed; and (/ ſick Folks; 
from all Parts in grear Abundance, were brought 
into the Streets where they were to come, thar 
they might be healed by the very Shadow of 
them, as they paſſed by; and accordingly were 
healed every one. 

From theſe Premiſſes tis evident, beyond Con- 
tradiction, that the Holy Scriptures conſtantly re- 
ſolve the Divine Authority of a Perſon, or Reve- 
lation into Miracles, as one of the Eſſential, and 
inſeparable Marks, by which tis diſtinguiſned 
from Impoſture and mere Pretence, and one ne- 
ceſſary Proof of its being from God; and that 
without theſe Evidences, neither of them are to 
be receiv'd upon any other Account wharſoever: 
For many falſe Prophets ate gone our into the 
World, who all come in God's Name, and by 
Virtue of a Sham-Commiſſion from him, ſay and 
act unwarrantable Things. And if we were ro 
believe every Man upon his bare Prerence, and 
refuſe none, as the old Romans did by the Dei- 
ties of other Countries, who admitted all into 
their Calendar: What a Meddle of Religion 
ſnould we ſhortly have of theſe Pretenders Com- 
poſitions > What a diſtracted Condition ſhould 
we be in, by means of contrary Principles ? 

But to ſupport the Authority of their Miſſion, 
the modern Prophets being ner without their Pre- 
tenſions this way; I will therefore, firſt demon- 
ſtrate, that Miraculous Gifts, or the Power of 
Working Miracles, I mean ſueh as the Apoſtles 
were cndow'd with, to which theſe Men lay 
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claim, is long ſince ceas d. Secondly, Enquife 
into the Reality and Nature of thoſe Performan- 
ces, which they would put upon the World for 
Miracles. | | 

Firſt, I will demonſtrate, that Miraculous 
Gifts, or the Power of Working! Miracles, ſuch 
as the Apoſtles had; is long ſince ceas'd in the 
Chriftian Church. This Power was highly 
neceſſary at the firſt planting of the Goſpel, 
to introduce it, and to give Countenance to it in 
the World. For, this new Doctrine being deſti- 
tute of all other Helps and Advantages, and yet 
being to make it's way through, againſt all Op- 
poſitions, either of other Religions that were in 
poſſeiſion, or of the Pre judices, Luſts, and Inte- 
reſts of Men, as well as of the Powers of the 
World; that every where vigorouſly oppoſed it; 
there was then a Nece:{iry of an extraordinary 
Power to. accompany the Preaching of it; to 
convince the World of its Divine Original; and 
to ſupport and encourage the Preachers of it in their 
Labours and Sufferings. | | | 

For theſe and the like Reaſons, it pleaſed the 
Founder and Fin:tſher of this Religion, to pour out 
ſo plentifully great Variety of Miraculous Gifts 
on the firſt Preachers of it, and to continue w them 
the ſame, till the Devil's Empire, and Pagan Ido- 
latry, in its main Strength, was deftroy'd ; and 
the Goſpel ſettled in the greateſt part of the Wor! 
then known. «IR. 

After that, as the Reaſon of theſe Gifts ceas d, 
ſo did the Gifts themſelves; and in two or three 
Ages after the Apoſtles, we hear no more of 
them. 

And now, that the Goſpel is generally enter- 
tain'd, the RKingdenis of the World, being in à 
great meaſure become the Kingdoms of the Low 
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E 
and of his Chriſt, there appears no ſtich Occaſio 
of Supernatural Means, as .were once neceſſary. 
God Almighty who does all things in Weight and 
Meaſure, has thought fit to leave Religion, to be 
carry'd on in more human Ways, by its own ra- 
tional Force, and the ordinary Influences of his 
Grace on the ſincere Preaching of it. 

If it be ſuggeſted, that upon the creeping in of 
Abuſes and Superſtition, and their blending them- 
ſelves with Religion, ſo chat it were difficult in 
that Intermixture to diſtinguiſn Truth from Er- 
ror; extraordinary Inſpiration, and the Power of 
working Miracles at ſuch a Time, is highly ne- 
ceſſary, for the diſcovering of thoſe Corruprions, 
and alſo ro convince Men of the Neceflity of pur- 
ging them our, 

In anſwer to this, It may be juſtly ſaid ; that fo 
long as the true Religion is to be found in the Ho- 
ly Scripture; This fixt and Univerſal Rule is a- 
bundantly ſufficient to all theſe Purpoſes; by 
which, all Errors may be rectify'd, and Religion 
brought back to its antient Standard. And this 
Rule hath as much Authority with thoſe, who ſin- 
cerely acknowledge it to have proceeded from the 
Mouth of God, as any new Revelations and Mira- 
cles car | gg have: Ar the Reformation 
therefore from the Church of Rome, our Refor- 
mers, without ſuch new Aſſiſtances, found our 
thoſe Corruptions, that had ſo very much dark- 
ned the Beauty and Purity of true Chriſtianity; 
and by the Direction of Scripture and the common 
Aſſiſtance of the Divine Spirit, reſtor'd it to its 
genuine and priſtine Form; which the Church of 
England having retain*d ever ſince, as ſhe has no 

occaſion, io makes no ſuch Pretenſions. 
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The Roman Church indeed fill claims to the 
Power of Miracles, which according to Bellar. 
min, the great Champion of that Communion; 
muſt always continue as a Mark of the true 
Church. In this Claim, Enthuſiaſts, and the 
Leaders of new Sects, have in all Ages ro this Day, 
agreed with that Church. We will inthe 
2d, place enquire into the Reality, and Na- 
rare of thoſe Performances, which they would 
put upon the World for Miracles. y 
For the Reſolution of which, it will be neceſſa- 
ry, that we conſider, what a Miracle is; and for 
what end 't1s wrought. | | 
Firſt, A Miracle is an Effect, os ſomething 
wrought in Nature, contrary to the Courſe and 
Laws of Nature, and above its Power to pro- 
duce ;and therefore muſt be caus'd by ſome Super- 
natural Agent; either by God himſelf who has the 
Command of, and when he pleaſes, over-rules, the 


Laws and Powers of Nature; or by virtue of God's 


Authority or his Permiſſion, by an Angel; it being 
therefore ſaid of Angels, in reſpect of their great 

Activity and Power, that they excel in Strength. 
There are ſeveral ſtrange and unaccountable 
Phznomena's effected by ſecond Cauſes, or Art- 
ful Operations in Nature and Magick ; which 
may be ſurprizing and amazing enough; and to 
an ignorant 
though a Man can't tell how ſuch things might be 
done by any natural Power ; yer they carry not 
that full Conviction with them, as to deſerve be- 
ing owned for Arguments of a Divine Power, 
Of this ſorr, were the Magicians Serpents, ar the 
famous Trial of Skill between Moſes and the two 
Egyptian Prieſts, Fannes and Fambres ; which 
doubtleſs were very aſtoniſhing, and in all Pro. 
bability would have took with Egyptian Spedta. 
tors 
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4 
tors, had not Moſes's Miracle over-rul'd and cur- 
bed them: Friar Bacon s — ; and the 
Indian Taliſmen, whoſe Operations feem excited 
and directed by Spirits, with many others of the 
like kind; which ariſe no higher, than the Power of 
Nature and Art. The Bodily Agitations, ſome- 
time ſince left off by the Quakers, and now re- 
ſum'd by the Modern Prophets, are fo far from 
being Miraculous, that they ſeem plainly to be 
no other, but the Tricks of Legerdemain, or the 
Fears of Juglars, who delight ro amuſe with 
ſurprizing Appearances and Trifles: Thus Impo- 
ſtors in all Ages acted their part. How ſtrangely 
were the Heathen Prophets and Sybils agitated 
in their Oracles 2 With what Pangs and Throws, 
Fury and Rage, did the Pythian Prophereſs at 
De / pos uſe to lay about her, ro ſwell with the 
God which ſhe pretended to be big with; till 
ſme was deliver'd of her Burthen, and had eas d 
her ſelf, by foaming out her Reſponſes and Illuſi- 
ons ? And what aſtoniſhing Figures did Simon Ma- 


gus make? What Tricks and Juggles were*plaid by 


him, till he infaruared the credulous Multitude, 
and made them believe him to be the Mighty 
Power of God ? ; : | 
Theſe odd Reſemblances, Elias Marion would 
have the World believe, to be an Imitation of 
the Fewiſh Prophets, who, as he ſays, were thus 
(z) previouſly prepar'd for receiving the Prophe- 
tik Viſions. He would have done well ro have 
given ſome” better Proof of it, than his idle Tradi- 
tion out of One of the Jewiſh Rabbins; which, 
like the Popiſh Traditions, 'corrupred the Sacred 
Text, and in too many Particulars rendred the 
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Word of God of none Effect; and for chat very 
reaſon is ſaid to be rejected by ſome of the Mo- 


dern Jews themſelves. 

But Marion's Defect is helpt out (o) by Mr. Lac, 
with ſome Inſtances of theſe Figurative Signs, ef 
whiclr he deſires ſome Sober Account. In anſwer to 
his Requeſt, till he has a better, let him take the 
following Relation. 

1. Lis to be conſider d, that to ape the Holy 


Prophets in Actions exterior of tlie Spirit, as it 


does not make a Man a true Prophet; neither is it 
any ſure ſign, of one. For, this is no more than 
what moſt Impoſtors have done; even (p) Rich- 
ard Hathoway, that moſt arrant Cheat, might 
have pleaded this, while he was carrying on his 
villanous Deſign. Therefore Imitation, were it 
carried on to Perfection, is no more an Argument 
of an infpir'a Perſon, than an Ape is of a ratio- 
nal Creature. And we defire Mr. Marion's Spi- 


rit to make out, how an affected Agitation of the 


Body, which a Man gives to himſelf, can any 
way: be a Qualification, or as he calls it (9) a previ- 
* ous Adaption for rhe Reception of the Prophetic 
£ Vihon, 

2. .The External Symptoms which ſome of the 
Prophets at Times might have, are to be underſtood 
not in an abſolute, but in the Senſe of Scriptute, 
which ſyeaks according to the Cuſtoms of thoſe 
Times and Countries; ro which in ſeveral Caſes, 
a particular Advertence and Regard muſt be had. 
Thus by the Prophet's walkins naked and bare- 
fact, is meant no more, than their being ſtript of 
their upper Garments ; as thoſe who are but 
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meanly cloath'd, are ſaid re be naked, and the 
(s) naked are ſaid to be ſtript of their Cloathing ; 
which is ſpoken by way of Compariſon, and in 
a figurarive Senſe ; for properly, and ſtrictly 
Speaking, there is no ſtripping of the naked, unleſs 
it be of their Skin. | 

In the ſame Senſe, (t) Saul's tripping himſelf,and 
lying Naked, .and the Prophets with him, is un- 
derſtood only of the one being diveſted of his Roy- 


al Robes, and the others of their outward Garments ; 


juſt as ſome pur off rhe Surplice, and others the 
Cloak to preach, And when (2) I/atah was 


commanded to put off his Sackloth or Mourning. . 
Habit to his ſhort under Garment, to prefigure 
the Shameful Captivity of Egypt and E#h:opia, he 
is ſaid to walk naked and barefoot, in token of 
Mourning and Dejection, like rhe Condition of 
Priſoners taken in War; which was alſo uſed on 


'the great Faſt, or Day of Expiation, and in 


Funerals. But, upon all thoſe ſolemn Occaſions, 
they wore their under Garments and Socks on 
their Feer. | - 
The like may be ſaid of Ezekiel's ſiniting with 
his Hands, and ſtamping with his Foot, as a To- 


ken of -extream Sorrow and Grief, for the Abo- 


minations of the Houſe of I/-ae/: Not that 
the Prophet was to firike any Perſon with his 
Fiſt ; no ſuch matter as Mr. Lacy, according to 
his and Betty Grey's Practice in their Prophetick 
Rage, ſcem to apprehend it: Bur as is uſua! in 
Caſes of Lamentations in Times of Afflictions, 
he was to ſmite his Hands together, or, according 
to the Hebrew, Hand to Hand, as it is in the 
Margin of the Bible. 5 
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Nou, put all theſe bodily Signs together; and 


they will amount to nothing m compariſon of the 
New Prophets Sighing, Hiccoping, Gulping, Thump- 
ing themſelves againſt the Ground,rowling and laying 
about them, Toſſing their Arms and Thumping their 
Auditors, with many other Antic ang Undecent A. 
tions. : : 


3. As to Extaſies, how ſparingly do the Scrip2 


tures ſpeak of them? There are not many In- 
ſtances of them in the Old Teſtament, and in the 
New, we read, that St. Peter had only one; and 
St. Paul but one or two, of which he ſpeaks with 
great reſerve and modeſty, But in neither of them, 
there is not one Inſtance of any ſuch thing as Fu- 


rious Actions. I remember none of the other Apo- 
ſtles ever ſubject to Extatick Fits: And where they 


happen'd, there is not the leaſt mention made, that 
they proceeded from any internal Impreſſions of 
the Spirit; but they ſeemꝭd rather to be caus'd by 
ſome extraordinary Appearances of Angels, or 


ſome great outward Glory, which were ſometimes 


repreſented to ſome of their outward Senſes. When 


ſuch appear!d, tis no wonder they ſhould fall into 


a Trance. ; | 

The moſt judicious Writers both Fewiſh or 
Chriſtian, generally agree in their Judgment, a- 
bout diſtinguiſhing betwixt the Prophetick Inſpi- 
rations given by God, and the Demoniacal Rants, 
with which Demons inſpired their Heathen Vota- 
rics: The Firſt were very calm and ſedate, the Lat- 
ter full of furious Agitations and Diſtractions, 
wherein the Inſpired Perſon was uſually carried 
er to the furious Tranſports of Rage and Mad- 
nels. 

But, in the Prophets of God, tho' the Impulſe 
might ſometimes be ſtrong,and over-power the bo- 
&ily Senſes; yet never ſo, as to rufflc the Faculties 
ot the Mind. B Moſes 
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Moſes had no previous Diſpoſitions, to make him 
capable of the Divine Viſion: He could go dire- 
&ly ro God, and conſult him, as a Man ſpeaketh 
with his Friend. The other Prophets, rho? they 
might be at times aſtoniſned, and weakned at the 
ſight of God, yet were never diſcompoſed as to 
their Reaſon: So One of the Fathers tells us; (w) A 
Prophet (ſays he) had his Oracles dictated by the 
Holy Spirit, which he delivered ſtrenuouſly, and 
* with the moſt firm and unſhaken Conſtancy of his 
Rational Powers. In all the New Teſtament we 
find not the leaſt Intimation, that the Apoſtles 
were ever affected with ſuch Symptoms. The 
gentle Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt (x) in a bodily Form 
upon our Saviour at his Baptiſm, ſeems by way of 
Emblem to inform us, how gently the Apoſtles were 
to receive the Holy Spirit; which accordingly de- 
ſcended on the (y) Day of Pentecaſt, without cauſing 
any manner of Diſorder in them. (z) God hath not 
given us (faith St. Paul) the Spirit of Fear, that is of 
Servile fear, but of Power,of Love, and of a ſou 1d Mind. 
We read that the Houſe where they were aſſembled 
was once ſhaken, bur nor that their Bodies were- 
ever agitated. St. Paul indeed told the Corinthians, 
that he was among them (a) in weakneſs, g & eic 


V reiue , and in much Fear and Trembling ; 


but not a word of any Epileptic Fir, or Convul- 
tions of Body, that he was diſorder d with; nor that 
hi Fear and Trembling, were caus'd by Impreſſions 
of the Spirit : No, 'tis plain they were the Ef- 
tect of the grear Concern he had on his Mind, 
for diſcharging his Apoſtolic Office with all Fairh- 
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fulneſs; and alſo of his Solicirude and Care for their 
ſtedfaſt continuance in the Faith, maugre all the 
oppoſitions, which the Fews made againſt it; which 
had been ſo violent, that (6) Chriſt thought fir to 
appear and encourage him in the Encounter, The 
Phraſe often occurs, and is taken in this Senſe : 
Thus, (c) Servants are requir'd to be obedient to 
their Maſters with Fear and Trembling ; and (d) all 
Men to work out their Sælvation with Fear ant! 
Trembling, that is, with the urmoſt Concern, Care 
and Diligence. 

This Apoſtle, it's true, was charg'd once with 
Madnets; not for any Extatic Fit, or Frenzy, that 
he ever labour'd under; but for that moſt Ratio- 
nal Apology, which without any preparative Agi- 
tations, he made before King Agrippe and his 
Council; which none of them were able to reply 
to; only ignorant Feſtus would ſay ſomerhing, be 
it ever ſo ridiculous ; as the Text takes notice; 
(e) And as he ſpake for himſelf, Feſtus ſaid with a 
loud voice, (carrying more Notte than Senſe) Paul, 
thou art beſide thy (elf, much Learning hath made 
thee mad. But what a quick, ſedate, wiſe and Re- 
turn did our Apoſtle make to that weak and abufive 
Charge; by which even an Agrippa was com- 
pel'd, againſt his Natural Inclination and Intereſt, 
to confeſs himſelf, almeſt perſuaded to be a Chri- 
ſtian : But he ſaid, I am not mad, moſt noble Fe- 
Jjtus, but T ſpeak forth the words of Truth and Sober- 
nels, &c. 

Yer, Elias Marion makes theſe Frantick Convul- 
ſion Fits (F) the neceſſary Tokens of the preſence of 
the Spirit, whereby what comes from its Operation 
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| (55 ) his 
5 diſtinguiſked from what does not; as if thert 
could be no true Prophecies, hut What come from 
thoſe, that were taught the Arr of Managing the 
Body, to move Admirarion, by William Du Serrei 
who is ſaid to have open d the firft School of this Fa- 
naticiſm in France ; whoſe Pupils have ſhew'd as 
good a hand in inſtructing others, making them 
ſuch Matters ; that they beat all rhe Diſciples of 


George Fox at their own Game. 


2. The next Thing we ſhall take notice of, ig 
their extravagant (g) Faſtings for ſix Days, and ſome- 
times donble that time, running; order'd by the Spi- 
rit, and withcut intermedinte Eating, ſolemnly ob- 
as a miracu- 
lous Subſiſtence, without the neceſſary Support 
of Life, and without injuring the Conſtitution. 
The truth of this is very much to be queſtion d, 
the more, becauſe of their vain Oſtentation of 
ir. This has ever been the Pretence of falſe Pro- 


phets and Sham-Apoſtles, who run very high this 


way, above the regular Diſcipline of he real 
Apoſtles. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour was ſo far from making 
any ſhew of this rigorous Severity, that he was 
reproached by the Scribes and Phariſees, (who ap- 
plauded themſelves for their much Faſting) to be 
a Wine-bibber, a friend of Publicans and Sinners: 
Bur thoſe who go about to deceive, always pre- 
tend ſomething extraordinry this way, to raiſe 
People's Wondet and Aſtoniſnment. This made 
the poor Widows ſo taken with them of Old, that 
they thought, they could not do better with their 
Houſes and Eftares, than to put them into the 
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(66) 
Hands of Men ſo mortified to the World; till they 
found notwithſtanding their Sheeps Cloathing, that 


by their Devouring were ravenous Wolves, 
The Montaniſts and other falſe Teachers were 


much ſtricter, and more frequent in thoſe bodily | 


Exerciſes, than the Catholicł Chriſtians. And theſe 
latter Pretenders bid fair for the Severities of the 
Heathen Religion; which enjoin'd ſo many days 
Faſt, and ſuch Hardſhips in acts of Self-denyal,to 


be undergone in ſome of us Myſtical Initiations, 


hat. Men ſometimes periſh'd, before they could 
N through them. Vet theſe they were to per- 
orm in order to rhe purifying of their Souls, as 
they ſuggeſted, and to bring them ſafe to the State 


they were in, before they came into the World. 


Since then, in the beginning of the Chriſtian 
Church, and long before that, theſe were the com- 
mon Pretences and Artifices of Deceivers; that the 
ſame ſhould be made ule of over again, is the leſs 


Wonder. Bur, it moves one's Compaſſion to ſee, / 


how ſtrangely apr People are to be deluded by 
Impoſtors, when they pretend ro Acts of Mor- 
rification, above what the holy Rules of the Gel 
require, This Diſcipline regularly applied with di- 
ſcretion is recommended, as a means of Religion, 
not as an end to reſt in; which when joyned with 
Prayer and Almſgiving, is acceptable to God, and 
a proper Inſtrument 8 to bring the Body under; 
that the Fleſh being ſubdued to the Spirit, we 
may more readily obey his godly Motions in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. *r 


3. Another Miracle they pretend, is the ſevetal 


ſorts of Predictions, which wa ſay they have a- 
mong them. The Prediction of future things, and 
the Knowledge of Men's Hearts, e a 
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Miracle; and the peculiar Prerogative of Divine 
Omniſcience : Becauſe ſuch things lie too re- 
mote for any Finite Underſtanding to 3 
or diſcover, Tis God alone, that knows the Hearts 
of the Children of Men, and x a Diſcerner of their 
Thoughts. All things are open and naked to his All- 
ſeeing Eye: Nothing can be hid, or concealed from 
his All-commanding View, For this — Reaſon, 
the Idols of the Heat hens are challeng d, ro give 
this Argument of their Divinity; Shew (b} abe 
things, ſays the Prophet, that are to come hergafter, 
that we may know, that ye are Gods, What the Hea- 
then Idol could not do, the Cami ſars lay a ſpecial 
Claim to; (i) who, if we'll take their words for it, can 
diſcern the Hearts and Thoughts of other Men, and 
reveal many other things which they could nat be ac- 
quainted with in a Natural way: Arid they are . 
ry poſiti ve, That the Events always anſwered the 
Predictions, and every thing was fulfilled according 
to the Order given from Heaven, for executing the 
ſame, 2 | 

This purs me in Mind of a Grand Impoſtor, I 
ſomewhere met withz who under Pretenſion of be- 
ing the true Metal, went about, vending his 
Counterfeir Wares of Illuſions and Sham- miracles, 
till the Government was alarm'd, and the Man 
taken up; who thereupon told the King of the 
Country, that demanded of him a Sign of his Di- 
vine Migion and Authority; if he would com- 
mand an Executioner to take off his Head, he 
ſhould preſently ſee him come to Life again. A 
better Proof of his Divinity could not well be de- 
ſir d: Orders accordingly were given; rhe Head 
dancing off, put an end to the Cheat. 
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(658) 
The Story Narurally, and very unlucki 
plies ir ſelf ro theſe Men's Caſe, wed they — Fu. 
repreſent it: The Heads of how many hundreds 
of chem fell a Victim to rhe Fury of their Maſters 
the French King? When they had the Spirit of 
Prophecy, and could foretell things to come; 
tis ſtrange ! they did not foreſee this. But, it was 
entirely conceald fram them in the very height of 
their Inſpirations, in their own Country: And 
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yet fince they are ſent to this long of Liberty, a; 


they call it, upon what Errand they beſt know; 
their Spirit can reveal to them the ſad Fates, im 
pending over other People's Heads, and denounce 
very dreadful Judgments, ' juſt ready to take hold 
of us: Which, may God avert, and nor permit 
wicked and deſigning Men, under. the Guiſe of 
ſerring up.a New Religion, to have a Hand in 
bringing them. 


According to the plain Senſe of their Prophe- | 


cies, the Great and terrible Day of Univerſal qudg- 
ment n coming in few Days, or Months at farthet : 
And as the Fore-runner of That ; God has now 
drawn his. Sword, and will not put it up, till the 
whole Earth be cleanſed ; till all, however righte- 
ous in other Reſpects, who oppoſe this Meſſage 
ro be from God, ſhall be deſtroy d by Lightning 
Thunder-bolts, Earth-quakes, Poyſonous Fogs, 
and Vapours, and Deſtroying. Angels, who ate 
to come down from Heaven for this Execution. 
Theſe are Solemn and Dreadful Things! which 
being of the laſt Conſequence, every Mar ought 
to conſider very ſerioufly, and be well-adyis'd and 
jnſtructed about them; that their approaching maj 
not ſurprize. 1 n 
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As for intermediate Judgments preceding che 
Great Day, were there no more certain Bodings , 
of them, than theſe Mens Prognoſtications, who 
have ſo often decciv'd, and been deceiv'd them- 
ſelves, we had no great Reaſon far ſuch diſmal 
Apprehenſions. Without the Foreſight and Pre- 
ſages of ſuch Almanack- makers, tis no difficult 
thing to tell the World, of God's Judgmemy, 
when they are ſo viſible, and lay ſo hard upon 
the Neck of Chriſtendom, by almoſt an Univer- 
ſal War: How they will terminate, we have rea- 
ſon to think, tis as great a Secret to them, as to 
other People. For, tho* they have the Confidence 
to tell us, (4) that their Propbecies are every Day 
fulfilling in great many Particularities 3 yet no 
body elle can diſcern it; but on quite the con- 
trary, find them egregiouſly failing in {ſeveral 
Things: To inſtance in no more, they predicted, 
That a certain Knight ſheuld be made Strait of his 
bodily Imperfection, and his Lady ſhould die by Mi- 
chaelmas laſt, Neither of which are come to pals ; 
the rwo Honourable Perſons who muſt very well. 
know, what Prophet ſaid it, continue both in the 
ſame State, without the leaſt Alteration either in 
Nature, or in Morals. | = | 

This one Inſtance is enough to overthrow the 
Faith and Credit of the whole Prophecy; and an 
Argument, that the Prophet was deceived. For, 
this is the Token which God gave us by Meſes, 
to know a falſe Prophet by; (1) If thou ſay in thy- 
Heart, how ſhall we know the Word which the Lord. 
hath not ſpoken * N hen 4 Prophet ſpeaketh in the 
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Num ef the Lord, if the thing follow not, mer 
come to paſs, that is, the thing which the Lord 
hath not ſpoken, but the Prophet hath ſpoken pre- 
E A Thou ſhalt not be afraid of bim. 
- This Rule indeed has one Exception; which is 
the Caſe of a wicked People or Nation, that take 
Warning by che Denunciation of an approaching 
Judgment, threatued againſt them; and by their 
rimely Repentance and turning away from their 
Sins, avert the Execution of it. But, where there 
is no Change in the Party concern d in the Pro- 
phecy, and the Event foretold, doth not punctu- 
ally come to paſs, We have a Warrant from God 
to reject that Prophetick Spirit, and to pay it none 
of that Fear and Reverence, which we all owe 
to a Di vine Inſpiration, when ſufficiently atteſted 
to us. 
And there is this further reaſon for it, becauſ 
we know, that nothing of the Word of Lord, (to 
whoſe Preſciente all the future Events are fixed 
and certain, be they never ſo contingent in their 
Cauſes, the Chain whereof lies in his Hand,) can 
fall to the Ground, but will be fulfilled in its Sea- 
ſon. 9 
Their Denouncing alſo, that God will leave none 
en Earth, but them that have this extraordinary 
Gift, is againſt what is Written (m); that the 
Tares and the Wheat muſt ſtand together, till the 
Harveſt ; which will be at the end of the World; 
when the Goals allo are to be ſeparated from among 
the Sheep. But when that moſt ſolemn and illuſtri- 
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cret of all, and | known till it 
comes: we have St. Peter's Authority for it, who 
ſpeaking of the general Judgment of the World, 
which by way of Eminency, be calls the DS of 
che Lord, tells us, (o) Thes tb Dy of the Lord 
will come, 4s 4 Thief in the Nigikt ; that is, i 
will ſurprize Men ſuddenly and unexpectedly; be- 
cauſe no Man can tell when it will be; it will 
ſteal upon the World, as a Thief does mro'a 
Houſe by Night. But how can this poflibly bez 
if char Time be known before-hand ? "art 

Men have afſum'd a great deal of Freedom, 
and made very bold with God, by taking upon 
them to declare his determinate Will in this mar- 
ter, before it plainly appear d he had reveald it. 
How miſerably has the Sacred Text been rackt, 
and forced to ſpeak the Seaſe and Language of 
Men? Whoſe great Preſumption, the Teſtimony 
of time, and their own Experiment, have ſuffici- 
ently confuted; that one would think, Men who 
had any Reſpect or Veneration for the DivineOra- 


cles, ſhould have. a greater Guard them-. 


ſelves, by the woful Miſcarriages of thoſe, thar 
had gone that way before, how they venture to 
expoſe their Auchoricy. E. 2.81 


(p) Mr. Juricu,Beverly, and others . of great Note: 
have had the Misfortune to ſee, how widely 
they had ſailed beyond rhe Compaſs: By whoſe 
raſh Attempts and Miſcarriages Men ſhould at 
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laſt learn, that tis not for them to know the Times 
and the Seaſons, which the Father hath put in his 
own Power; and what he hath ſo done, can be no 
2 of our Duty to know, or to enquire after. 
Why ſhould not we then look upon the involved 
and myſterious » rd relating to that Grand 
Revolution of che orld, to be beyond the reach 
of our moſt improved Capacity ro unfold ; and for 
that Reaſon among others, principally intended by 
the Wiſdom of God, nor only to keep us within 
the bounds of Humility, by letting us know ; how 
far Human Underftanding might penetrate, with 
ſome grounds of Certainty; and whete to give 
over it's farther Enquiry ; but alſo from the Con- 
ſideration of the Uncertainty and unſcrutable 
Knowledge of that moſt Solemn Day, to excite 
us to a conſtant Watchfulneis and Preparation for 
it? For the ſame reaſon God has conceal'd from 
Man the particular Day of his Death; which yet 
a Man is as much concern'd to know and pre- 
pare for, as all Mankind are for the Day 6f Uni- 
verſal Judgment. And yet the Divine Wiſdom 
hath been pleaſed to leave Both equally unknown, 
and uncertain to us. And therefore we ſhould ſer 
down . contented with our Uncertainty in thb 
Particular: The more, becauſe our Lord's imme- 
diate Diſciples themſelves were entirely to ſeek in 
this Point. For, they generally apprehended, the 
Day of Judgment to be then at hand, atid was 
immediately to follow the Deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem; and yet by our Saviour's Anſwer to their 
Queſtion put to him, (4) What would be the Signe 
of hu Coming, and of the End ef the NMorid; it ap- 
pears, he was not much concern'd ro rectify them in 
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this 


this Miſtake; He had poſitively and peremprori- 
ly forerold his Coming, bur had never fixt and 
derermin'd the Time of it : Nay, fo far from thar, 
that he had p_ told them, that the preciſe 
time of the Day of judgment, God had reſerved 
as a Secret to himſelf, which he had not impar- 
red to any, no not to the Angels of Heaven, nor to 
the Son of Man. Though he had given them 
as plain Signs of his Coming to judgment 
upon Feruſalem, as the budding of the Fig-tree 
is a Sign of Summer; yer he could give them no 
ſuch Signs of his Coming to j the World. 
For, of that Day and Hour khneweth no Man, no 


mr the Angels of Heaven, neither the Son, but 


the Father only. 

Here we ſee, that thoſe are excluded from 
the Knowledge of the Laſt Day, who were 
moſt likely ro know ir, if God had not ab- 
ſolutely reſerved it to himſelf. For, the Angels 
which are in Heaven, are Crearures of {o pertect 
a Knowledge, becauſe they are the immediate 
Miniſters of God, continually *atrending 2 
him, and beholding his Face; that they under- 
ſtand much more of the Works of God, and 
his Providence in regard to the Affairs of the 
World, than we do, that live here below in 
ſo much Error and Ignorance ; that dwell in 
Houſes of Clay, whole Foundation is in the 
Duſt; thar walk much in the Dark, having 
but little Light, befides what deſcends from a- 
bove: Yer the particular time, when God will 
judge the World, he hath reſery'd as a Secrett 
to himſelf, and not communicated it, ſo much as 
to the Angels, tho they are deſigned to wait on 
the great Judge of rhe World, and ro make 
up his Train in that Solemniry : As our Saviour 
tells us, ſpeaking of his Advent at that Day, 

| Rn Ef ES (r) The 
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( The Son of Man, ſays he, ſhall come in H 
Glory, and all the Holy Angels with bin. 
No if the time of this Coming 25 — 
be yet a Secret to theſe moſt knowing Creatures, 
who are the prime and immediate Attendants ot 
God; that behold his Face contimaly, and are fre- 
quenitly let into the moſt intimate Counſels of 
Heaven; it follows hence, that there are ſome 
things conceal'd from them, which they cannot 
diſcover by the moſt contemplative and neareſt 
Intuition of the Divine Efferice, or glorious - She- 
ehrins: An Argume 
Admirers and Promoters of a late Opinion, ad- 
vanced by Malebranche, concerning the Ideal 
World, which is ſaid (5) ro comprize in it all'- 
deas, and to be Exhibirive of them. So that they 
who are admitted to this Viſion, ſee all things in 
God, as the Repreſentatives of them. And yet 
the Angels, who enjoy that Viſion, where all things 
ro come, as well as what are paſt, are actually pre- 
fent, can't diſcern there the fer Time of the Day of 
Judgment, tho! it be prefixt, and the ſolemn pro- 
ceeding upon that Day already declar d. And if it 
be nor yet viſible or diſcovered in that moſt know- 
ing and brighteſt State of things; how bold and 
groundlefs is the Notion of our Modern Philoſo- 
phers, who talk of ſuch an intimate Union be- 
rwxt God and the Soul of Man, and of God's be- 
ing always ſo preſential to our Minds; that even in 
this Life, by attending to him, we may ſee all things 
in this Ideal or Intellectual World, as in a Mirrour 
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But this is not only hid from them, but whick. 
is yet much more, from the himſelf. This 
ſeems ſtrange indeed, that the Son of Ged. who 
came from the Boſom of the Father, and therefore 
i; mote. likely thad any to know bis Fecr. ts; that 
he whom God de to be the judge ot che 
World; into whoſe Hands he had onmitted this 
great Truſt and Authotity, ſhould not be acquaint» 
ed with the Time of this Judgment ;; Nay, that he, 
in whom are the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Kno- 
ledge, and in whom the Diviaity does ſubftan- 
tially reſide, ſhould not know. this Tim; „ this 
ſeems inctedible, but that he him If bach told 
us ſo; and we have all the Reaſon in th: World 
to take his Word for it. But here we muſp di- 
inguiſh between his Humane Nature ahd Di- 
vine z tho* as God be tould not be ignorant of 
any Thing, yet his Humane Underſtanding du 
not know it. For, tis not unreaſonable te ſup- 
poſe, that the Divine Wiſdom ,which dwelt in 
our Saviour, did communicate it ſelf to his He- 
man Soul according to his Pleaſure ;. and ſo his 
Humane Nature might at ſome times not know 
ſome Things. This Suppoſition is ſupported by 
that Paſſage in St. Luke concerning our Saviour, 
(e) And Feſus grew in Wiſdom and Stature, or as the 
Word yauiz may more fitly be tranſlated, in Ages. 
and in Favonr with God and Man. Which ſeems 
to imply, that the Human Nature of Chriſt did 
not negefſarily know all Things by Virtae of its 
Union with the Divinity z therefore, as Man, he 
is ſaid to grow in Wildom: Ia this Senſe then, 
a5. he was Man in his Prophetick | fice, he did 
not know the particular Time, which Gad had: 
appointed for jadging the World. And if de 
did not know it, tis ſurely. no Reflektion upon 
| \ L * * 32 7777 His 
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is Diſciples, if they were ignorant of it, or mi. 
Rath Weit "Their Knowledge and Titfallibt. 
tity was only in Things that were Ttevealed t 
then but can't be imagined to extend to Things 
not reveal'd. - If the Apoſtles, if the Angel of known 
Heaven, if Chriſt himſelf, did hot know the cer“ Npaigns 
tain Time of the *General Jodgment 3 What Pre. Inents. 
ſumption is it in any Mortal breathing, to detet- ¶ Antien 
mins it, ſince our Saviour hath ſv expreſiy told Neven th 
us, that the Father hath referyed it as” a Se. (who in 
cret which he hath never communicated to any? not on}! 
and if they be miftaken in *their Conjectures 2+ Nnear th 
bout it, tis no Wonder, becauſe they have no Champi 
Warrant from our” Lord to ground ſuch Conje- by. Anc 
ctures upon.” And if the Thing was not revealed rov'd f 
to him, we have no Reaſon to believe, that it Wberty ar 
has been revealed to any Mortal ſince. Neither. Watural 
does it yet appear, that the End of the World ower 
is yet. ſo near in Vie; becauſe the Scripture. Provide! 
Prediftions ſeem to intimate, that there "ſhall be Nhe Ot 
firſt a general 'Converfion of the Fetvs, and the Poth. 
(4) Coming in of the Fulneſs of the Gentiles. Ant 
ehis will be a Work, which in all Probability, vill _ l 

N Is they 
© ceiv'd 


require many Years. to compleat it in. 

4 Their mighty Adventures in the Cevenner z. IM. 7700, | 
gainſt tie Arms of France, is another Thing they. IM black 
magaifie into a Miracle By the ſurprizing Ac, Plant: 
count they give of what happen'd therr, one * Way 
might expect to hear, they had done Wonders, © bower 
and ' ſufficiently" aveng'd themſelves of all their. to do 
Enemies: But the Account is ſo inconſiſtent with ration 
Matter of Fact, that however a Man might be H as a 
diſpos'd not to leſſen the Glory of that Heroick black 
People, we can't but wonder at the Confidence waſte, 
of theſe Men, who tell us of their killing, thy that ( 
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in 
one Day, without loſing one 

in the Field of Battle; when tis notoriouſiy 
known , that the Operations of all thei 
paigns fell much ſhort of 
ments. which attended the: Arms 

Antient Aſſertors of their.Country's Liberty, or 
even the, Bravery of the MRekilling- Men in Ireland 
who in the Year 1689, with half their Numbers, 


dis of, the Enemies ben Regular Treo 


n'd Ground upon 
near tice the Number of ces, Which theſe 
Champions own that ever themſelves were attacker 
by, And yet thoſe Noble actions of the One, whith 
prov'd ſuch effectual Means to preſerve their: Li. 
berty and their Country, laid Clai 
natural Agency, nor were aſcrib 
zower than that of Man. 

Frovidence; 


he Other . 
j oth. 
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>» axe up At Js 
ed, that I ſaw in a Garden great 
very fat, that browſed upom the 
Garden.; one bade me drive a- 
Cattle, but I refuſed to: do; it; 
however the ſame Perſon being urgent with me 
to do ſo, I drove them out; I receiyd -Inſpi- 
ration ſoon after, which ſaid, that the' Garden 
* Was an Emblem o the Church ; that the 
black Oxen were the Priefts which laid ie 
' waſte, and I ſhould h ve a Call to:drive away 


that ſott or Cattle, Few Days after, the Spi- 
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(88. . 
e rit pave me Notice to prepare to take yp 
„% arms. This Inspiration was foltowed dy tome 
© of the like” kind. When the War was begun, 
« the Inſpiration choſe our Officers, and taught 
the Ditcpline of War, and enabled us to per. 
* el Slorioufſy. God dampt the F 
« of Mosset- Balls; they dropt harmleſs ' fron 
« thole to u hom Providence would be a Shield; 
% And whenever we met with Diſgrife, it vas 

8 Ne Orders 


„ cicher tor not punctually obſervin 
« of the Anſpirations, or when an Enterprize wa 
„ uadcrraken without them. 


This Account contaming ſeveral Particulats; 
we will connder them diſtinctixr. 

1 Marion and others receiv'd poſitive and te- 
ꝓpeated Commanu from 2 Spirit to take up 
Arms. The Enterprize * Pl were to 80 upon, 
and «-commanY-d to accomplith, was the expelling 
the black Oxeng the Prieſts, out of the Church, 
and deliver themſclves from the Oppreſſion they Bric 
la houi'd under by their means. Purſuant to this, form 
the War was proclaimid. But did the Effed mee! 
prove correſpondent to the Viſions? Were the, of tl 
Pri-fts d ven out? Or did the Viſtonary Com- Adr 
miiſion delude Men from their Repoſe, to haſten Con 
the Accompliſhment of their own Ruine? Is it bod 
to be inagin'd, that God Almighty Would bare] deer 
given expreſs Order to any People, and not have 
ali:tcd' them in the Execution of that Order; bt] r. 
leave them to fink and periſh in che Attempt? D 
What Blaſphemous Reflection is this on the Wil - 
dom, Veracity and, Power of God, who. never _— 
enjoins us any Thing, but what he graciouly fa 
ours the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, to enable ut Juch 
effectually to the pertormiug of it? That ſevel* ns 
Rebuke in Ezekiel is denounced againſt ſuch, Pre. p 
tenders as thele, (f) wo unto the Jooliſh Eau y 

Iirae!, 


as * 
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Tract, that propbeſie out of 1b:ir own Hearts, and follow 
— own Sharks That gh feen Vanity ani Iving D- 
rination, ſuing, the Lord, ſaith, and title beth 


os ſent them, nor ſpoken unto them. And 4hey lau 

Dae 10 e, that they would confirm the fortl, 
Therefore, abus ſaith the Lord God, becauſe. ye bau 
ſpoken Vanity, — ſeen Lies, tberefore bebold, I am: 
ain you. mine Hand ſhall. be upon. the F- 

| hp They ſhall not be in the Aſſembly of ny 'Peapte,, 
neisber ſhall they be written in the Writings of .the 
7 Iſrael, neither ſhall they enter into the Land 
of Iſrael, and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord. Haw 
truly this is verif'd upon them, I leave to the 
Reader to judge. When God was leaſed to wi- 
ſit the People of Irael in the Land of their Cap- 
tivity, with what an high Hand did he effect their 
Deliverance? And that under far mare umlikeh 
Circumftances, than theſe were in? Fer Moſes was 
not in a Condition above that of a Shepherd te 
the Prieſt of Midian; and the Iſrnelites bred in 
Brick-kilns and Ignorance, under ane of the mott 
formidable Potentates on Earth. And far fe 
meek and mean a, Perſon to demand the Liberty 
of the Egyptian Slaves, was 2 moſt preſumptuous 
Adventure, ſpecially conſidering what. a Slur and 
Contempt he had ſome Years before, caſt upon 
the Royal Diadem of Egypt; for. which he kau 
been baniſt'd the Court, and ſoon after for ſmi- 
ting an Egyptian Aggreſſor, out-law'd the Coun- 
try. But notwithſtanding all Hazards and Im- 
probabilities of doing any good, he was ſent with 
a Demand of what, to be ſure, Pharoab's Heart 
could not bear to hear of parting, with; till be 
was forced by miraculous Signs and the foreſt 
Judgments to open the Iron Furnace, and ſet 
the People free: Over whom, God's extraomli- 
nary Providence never with-drew his viſible Care 
and Protection, making all Oppoſitions to fall be- 
fore them, and even the Walls of. Ferichs, to gr 
way at the ſounding of Rams-Horns, till be hat 


_ * wx? oy 1 
1 8 rey ene 
fetted them in the Land, which he had promis 


cacir fore · Fathers, that he would give unto them, 


As for thoſe Powers, that ſo, long oppreſs'd his 
People; they were all overwhelm'd in the Red 
Sea, which had bat juſt beſore open'd a Paſſage 
for theſe to march thorongh. Thus by one A}, 
mighty. Stroke of his Providence, where God is 
leas'd to declare himſelf immediately concern 
the Cauſe, he protects his People and deftrgy, 
their Enemies. (g) He ſent Moſes his Servant, and 
Aaron whom be bad choſen. And be broug bt forth 
bis People with Foy and his Choſen with Gladneſs. 
Now according to the preliminary Relation 
given in the preſent Caſe, the like wonderful 
eſſing and Condutt might have been expettedy 


and that for theſe two Reaſons. 


+ Firſt, Becauſe, if God's Dealings with the Fewiſy 
Nation, be a true Pattern or Plan of his Proced- 
ings with his People in future Ages, as has been 
ebſerv'd by all Learned Interpreters. And if for 
that. purpoſe he ordered, that, all the great 
Strokes, both of their Departure . from God, or 
their Retiirn to him; and likewiſe both. of the 
ood and bad Fortune, that did at any Time be- 
ll that Nation, ſhould be faithfully regiſtred, 
and the true Caſes of them faithfully aſſigned; 
that all Mankind from thence reteive Inſtruftion 
how they ought to behave themſelves towards 
God; and what according to their different Be- 
haviours they were to expect. Then it follow 
that either thgſe People were in the right, and ſa 
Froſper'd; or were in the wrong and dęceiv'd, 
and ſo ſuffer'd for it. This ſeems to be the Infe» 
rence, if it be true, that the State, Condition 155 
Or- 
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tune of all Kingdoms and Publick Bodies, is 
he ſame with that of the Fews, as tis repreſented 
by Achior che Ammonite, in the Advice he gave 
to Holofernes, which then prov'd. true in Fatt,” - 
[ __ ; $4 71 4 


i — , ; 

- Secondly, If God's Diſpenſations and Providences, 
to Nations and Communities of Men, do always 
procee&( according to another Rule .obſery'd 
Interpreters) upon ohe immutable Foundation, 
which das been, and ever will be che ſame in all 
Agesand Countries, Namely, the Expreſſion and 
Vindication of his Juftice and Goodneſs in this 
World: Then a Righteavs and Reljgions People, 
in an honeſt Couſe, may expect to ſucceed and 
proſper, © But if a People be either wicked or led, 
64 by a Spitit of Deluſion, let the Cauſe be never 
ſo juſt, they have no Reaſon to think that God 
ſhould ſupport them in it; but on the other fide, 
that they ſhould. be puniſh'd for their, Preſumption, 
either by ſevere Judgments, or by a total Deftrut- 
tion. For tho” patticular, Perſons who are ia their 


\ Natures made to live for. ever, may be rewarded 


or puniſh'd for their Works at any Time here- 
after, which is enough to vindicate Gqu's Juſtice 
with Relation to them; yet the Conſideration' of 
publick Societies and Nations, is quite different. 
They as Societies are not made to, be immortal, 
but end with this World; and conſequently can't 
be called to a future Account. But all the Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, they are capable of as 
Societies, muſt + judged and diſtributed to them 
im this preſent' Life. And if fo, then *tis. to be 
wiſh'd, there were no Grounds to ſay, that it haz 
happen'd to them according to their Works, or 
Pretenſiens. ö n 
For where is the Succeſs and Deliverance theſe 
Viſionary Leaders talk off? Were not the poor 
Proteſtants whom they altucr*'d into the Field, left 
a, Prey to their, Enemies, cruſh'd under thoſe 
pong 7 * | k 8 * p : Arms, 
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e Sa 
Auma which they wete made Fe affert 


their Liberty? And inftead of, the 


deu dr 
phetic 


Dream and; Viſion, were not they themlſetyes 
driven out? What can. be a plainer Sign and De. 
monſtration of a falſe Prophet, than this? For, 
Akis was the very ſign, by which the four hundred 
phets of Jſr2e} *were diſcover'd to be falls 
rephets, who had perſwaded Abab to go Up again 
Nmotb- Gilead, aſſuring him, that he ſhouly prof. 


per; and that the Lord would deliyer the City 


mto the Haud of the King. But he paid dear for 
that Experiment, becauſe he harkned to the Ag. 
vice of thoſe Seducers; it coft him his Life, and 
doubtleſs the Lives of many Thouſands in el 
dendes (b). | > EY 


But the Miſcarriage of theſe latter Prophets, (I 
dd nat know, whether I ſhould not call it, as ap- 
gears. by the ſequel,) Perfidiouſneſs, is one while 


arg d on the Diſproportior of Human Force, 


ad the Inequality of other Means; without Re- 
membring what waz pretended” elſewhere. If 
their Party, as they gave out, were under the im- 
mediate Direction and Support of the Mighty Arm 
au Counſel of Heaven, they muſt needs be the 
fronger ſide; and no Numbers or Weapon form'd 
againſt chem, could have been able to Face, or 
Prevail over them. For as ꝓonatban well obſerves; 


1) There is no Reſtraint to the Lord, 10 ſave by na 


ar byfew.. (k) Gideen's Handfulof Men, on purpoſe 
zeduced from 32000 to a tenth part, defeated the 
2nited Hoſt ot Midian, nay one man, divinely al- 
alted,, ſal} chaſe a Thouſand, () So Sampſon by & 
ingte Hand flew a Thouſand Pbiliſtines. 
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(by r Kings 22.6, (I) Sam. 14, 6. (ü) Ti Te 
Zy joſhua 23. 10 Judg, 15. 3 ) Judg, 
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And had this Army öf Prophets; as they are 
ſtiled; how few ſoever their Troops been ſupport- 
ed by ſuch irreſiſtible and invincible Strength, 
and the Force of Muske t-balls dampt by the Inter- 
ception of an inviſible Power; what could have 
been too difficult fon them to atchieve , or of 
Force ſufficient to oppoſe or hurt thoſe, | whoſe 
Heads were thus cover d in the Day of Battle ? But 


how ':ſhamefully is che Pretenſion here baffled ad 


tonfounded 2 Yet Marien hath found out an 
Evaſion to cover kis, Flight: He proteſts, that 
whenever they mei with Diſgtace, it was either 
for not ally obſerving the Order which their 
Inſpirations gave them, or whea an Eaterprize 
ts e nenen eee {+4 4 FL 
. tk .o e TORS 5 Nu 
Tis ſtrange, that Men ſhould be immediately 
and ſenſibly directed by © the? Spirit, and not 
gover nd by is Direction! That his, All-Com- 
manding Conduct ſhould carry them to Vigories 
and Succeſsz aud yet they not wait his Order, 
but reſiſt his Command !' To be thus inſpir d, 
protected and vlctorious ; and yet not always; be 
obedient to the Heavenly Viſions, wien their 
All laid at the Stake, and they ſaw before their Eyes 
their Safety depending du their Obedience to 
them. enn ane 1 pin mts pe!“ 
nn 44 110 Tien ern „ 
T heſe and many the like Difficulties that occur, 
we muſt leave to them to reconcile, who have 
Skill and Aſſutance 'enpugh®2o, tell the Warld, 
„(n) That the Events have always anſwer d 
the Predictions, and every thing was fulfilka, 
according to the Fore · advice given them from 
* Heaven of it; an Argument by the way, that 
either they were deceiwd by the Inſpirations, and ſo 
e e Tg? wo e er were 
u rein i To, } 3 71 
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(1) ne Cry from the Deſarts. Pag. 90, 106. 
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(74). 
were alle Thophons, or ol 3 
| d ſo ma hou poor Souls, 
ag ry up Ito the Hands of their 
22 making good Terms of Safety er 
upon their Heads, and will doubrleſs be-requir'd 
at their Hands This Nilemma let them get 
clear from, ii 1 and ſatisfy the World one 
way or other, Theſe are the principal and 
Things, which: they labour hard to have paßt 
Miracles. What their chief. Converts in England 
pretend to hate perferm'd, I am not Concera 
to conũder, the Impoſture of: them being- aleady 
detecled by othet Hands. All ' theſe Performances 
falling ſhoct of the Character of Miracles, tis. ant 
worth while to purſue: leſſer Matters, + — 
conſidering they were ated on another 
untong their own Party; we do not hear, they 
have atrempted to produce ſuch Proofs” of their 
Miracl--working-Power, ſince their ſetting up * 
mong us: Which gives juſt Grounds to 
the Truth o them. For, if they were really 
true, why might not the ſame: de dane” as. wel 
here ? Nay, much rather in au other ” 
than their own, and beſore other Speftata i» 
1 che «Reputation ef true Prophets: 
of how: eaſy and convincing would it be fer 
Men, who really had the Power of Miracles, 0 
run upon Swords er ſharp-pointed Knives, to Rand 
ia the middle of a Bonefire, withont Hyvt,. in ide 
open Streets, and before the wo# pübligk Cor- 
courſe of People, 2 to perform theſe Thingii 
a remote Place, and before a: ſclet Society Ide, 
for onght we know, might be pregar'd to attes 
what was dittated to them. | 


| But perhaps, "is not ſaſe to venture on edge 
Tools, or Fiery Trials in the Sight of — 
incredulous Spefators, left they ſhould be = 


humane, as to thruſt the Prophets further, — 


E 


m) 


1 G * 
4 - 
- 


n 
they were willing to go, and hold them ton 
jong on that ſort of Exerciſe. And yer for de- 
manding ſuch Signe, we are. charg'd with the 
{ame [ncredulity which the Feu were guilty of, 
« (m) who tho they had been in a manner the 
« Center of true Prophecy, could nut know Chrift 
« and his Apoſtles, fay Marion : As if the Scrip- 
tures from one End to the other, were full of Types 
and Prophecics concerning the Coming of theſe 
Mithonariesyz or their Doctrine as pure - and 
heavenly, and their Miracles, as great and unqueſti- 
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ee onable, as thoſe which are recorded in the 
e Bible; but we neither read, nor hear of any ſuch 
aleady Matters; ard therefore, what other Reception aan 
nancs BY they be ſuppos d to'deſerve, than what he does, 
tis. at BM who ſhall take upon him the Style and Character 
ecially BE of an Ambaſſador, ' without any Credential Let- 
eatre, ters to give him Authority. Their Silence in 
-they W this particular makes us the more cautions, and 
F theic 100K upon them, as the Jugglings of Mabomet, or 


George Fox, the Quaker, who both gave out, they 
did Miracles; but when, and in whoſe Preſence 
they were done, themſelves only knew; or the 
the Pretenſion.of the Roman Church, which. b 
a vaſt Collettion of Miracles in their Lege 
but all done among — 4 and in their 6wn 
Popiſh Countries. But they ate moſt wanting, 
where there is moſt need of ther, namely, for the 
Converfion of Heathebs aud the Convictzon bf 
Hereticks 3 yet for All this, we do not hear of any 
real Miracles wrought for theſe Purpoſes; not 
can we prevail with them, to favour ug with the 
Sight of one. All Pretenders this way keep their 
Miracles ptivate, in Corners} tho* both Reagn 
and Seripture tell us, that (y) Miracles were 
"Th Sa not 
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not intended for them that believe hut 4 C00- 
vince them that believe not? Theretore we 
read but of_ one Miracle that our, Sayibur 
wrought in private, which was (o) his Trang 
ration on the Mount; the reſt. he did in dhe 
moſt publick manner; for be went abor in, queſt 
of all Opportunites and Occaſions for the doing 
1 healing all that were diſeaſed, 2 

ing Thonfands of Perſons at a Time. by his 
Miracles; ()) which were they written every one, 
tis ſuppos'd, _ that even the World it ſelf. could no; 
contain the Books that ſhould be written. The like 
might be ſaid of the Ads of the Apoſtles. But 
I haſten, 874... 4, FOO 


2. In the Second and Laſt Place, to conſider the 
End and Purpeſe for which Miracles ate wrought, 
This is a ſure Teſt to try Miracles by, and to 
diftinguiſh thgſe which are real, and done by 
the Power of God, from thoſe which are Not 


, 


W bat js done to bad Purpoſes, is itſc}f evil, and 
can't proceed from a Principle; the. Cauſe 
ping known by it's Effect; if the Effect he evil, 
the Principle from whence it flows mull. be of 
rhe ſame Nature. Now the [ſe of Miracles, ic only 
"to introduce and give Credit and Authority to a 
"Meſſage or Ambaſſador extraordinary from God; 
but as the Caſe now ftands with the Chriſtian 
Church, where the Holy Scripture dots, fully an- 
ſwer all the Purpoſes of ſich Mithons or, Am. 
baſſes, to negotiate and tranſaft all Matters be- 
tween God and Mankind, that pertain to Life and 
Godlineſs'; As there is no manner ot Occafion fyr 
fuch extraordinary Meſſages, or Arabaſſadors, 
5 228 5 neither 
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neither are ſugh Credebrials of any. uſe, 

ü e Fe 70 85 TY 
ared Years, is Matter of unqueſtjonable Fatt as * 
mong thole bf the Reformed, Religion z whenever 
they are 'reyiy'(, or trump'd up to atteft a new Re- 
relation z *the Truth of Them, is very much to be 
cuſpetted; "and the $evelation which hey ate 
produc'd as, an Evidence. of, muſt be narrow ly 
inſpected, and ſcan'd with the ſtricleſt Scrutiny. 
We are ſure, that the Miracles of Chrift and his 
Apoſtles were real and done by a Divihe Power 3 
real, in that they were numberlels, . great, and 
publickly wrought in the Preſence of multitudes, 
and for à long Time together; and tbat they 
were done by a Diyine Power, is manifeſt, not 
only from the legible 'Charatters of Divinity ftampt 
upon them, being all the Effects of Goodneſs as 
well as Power; relieving the Negeſſiſieg and eaſing 
the pains. and Miſeries of Human Nature 5 but 
becauſe they were allo done to confirm. the- Au- 
thority of a,,Nottrine. every way worthy of God 
to be it's Author, and tending to the Univerſal 
Good and . Happineſs of Mankind. And when- 
ever the like Miracles for Weight ang Number, 
and for ſuch Extraotdinary Ends and Reafons are 
wrought again, we will not be faithleſs, but belicy- 
mgs y : Nn 


But, TN, the Doctpine is either abſurd in it 
ſelf, or contrary to ere or perniĩcious to 
Chriſtianity, which the Miracles ate brought to 
confirm; thoſe Miracles muſt be falſe, or from an 
evil Spirit? becauſe we are certain, that God ne- 
ver employs his Power, to contradict himſelf, or 
the Eternal Rules of Reaſon. The Miracles then, 
that were pretended to be done by Simon Magus, 
could not. be of God ; becauſe they were done to 
give Reputatian to the lewd and ſenſleſs Doctrines 
of the Gnoſticks. Of the ſame Nature muſt be 
thoſe of the. Roman Church; becauſe the Doc- 
6. 61 P 4 7 } 5 1 | trine 


And 
any H 
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trine which they conntenange is abſur, and con- 
trary to the Doctrine of | Scripture,” For that 
Church applicg theſe new Miracles, t0-confirm 
and eftabliſh their new Doctrins of \ 
Judulgences, Iroocation of Saints and Angels, and Tray 
ubſtantiation, which is ingapable of being confirmed 

a Miracle, becauſe it overthrows the Certain 
ty of Senſe, of which a Miracle is an Object. Their 
Miracles, therefore, have been found, ay fallacions 
8s ae,, OR 8 


The pretended Miracles of the New Prophets 
bear no better, qr more current Stamp, becauſe 
they are brought to prove Revelations, Which de- 
ſtroy the Authority of Holy Scripture in ſeveral 
particulars, as well as undermine the Uſefulneſs 
of the Whole. For, theſe Revelatipns haye not 
only chang'd the Chriftian Prieſthood,” which is 
an eſſential Part of the Goſpel-Coyenanty but 
are alſo changing the Law of the civil Magiftrate, 
and are for ſetting up Chrift's Kingdom by Arms. 
For however they ſometime declare their Diſſike 
of this Notion, yet according to their own Con- 
ſeſſion, This was the very Thing they wete 
contending for, in the Cevennes.; and Min 
3 bids bim ftill (q) prepare himfelf to 
te depart within a ſhort Time out . Country, 
« and go to his People to fight t more than 
c eyerz where he ſhall ſee complete Viftories. 
And Mr, Laq talks, as if this Country way to 
be a Scene of new Settlement. (r) © 1 have £ 
« ſen, ſays be, this Place for my Habitation for 
« my Glory, I will not that ye have any over pon, 
* I will'prefide over you; I will, make my; Plea- 
„ ſure known to this People. I will make Judges 
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{© Marions Prophetic: Warning, p. 1, 5. (7) Lady's 
Prophet ic Warning, Pref, p. 11. Ditto p. 8, 18. 
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# as at the firſt, - when Juſtice 
« 2 ; I will make 
« they hold of me dureve beneplacito. In conſe- 
quence of this, Himſelf is created King by an 
immediate Order of the Spirit $ beſides that in 
Heaven an Earthly Crown awaits him. 7 y, 
tis uſual fora Man, who runs mad out of Pride, 
to call himſelf God Almighty, and ſometimes Mo- 
narch of the Univerſe : Howeyer that may be, I an 
ſure, This is not only without Precedent, bat _— 
contrary to the Doctrine and Practice of our Saviout 
and the Apoſttes, who conftantly declar'd their 
Kingdom was not of this World, and ſo left the Civil 
Magiſtrate in Poffethon, and aſſerting his Night, 
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wed down like 
faltice know, 
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and requiring Submiſſion to it. 


Suppoſing then (What does not yet plainly ap 
pear char ſome wonderful Thing! wore dove th 
theſe Men, to favour theſe Suggeſtions” The 
very Suggeſtions themſelves being repugnant to 
the Scriptute-Revelations and Civil Goveritiment, 
are an Argument, that theſe Things are not done 
by the Power of God: Becauſe, t 2 Dif- 
pute, but the Scriptures are of God, and the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate his Ordinance 3 (s) fo that what- 
ever oppoſes the juſt and awtul Authority of 
the one, or adyances Doſtrines repugnant to the 
other, can't poſſibly be from him. 


It is not impoſſible, but R 

t by another Power, as may be fairly 
concluded from the Caution 'which Scripture 
gives us concerning them,; when done by falſe 
f Prophets: Tho' in other Caſes they are made 
as a Sign of a true Prophet. Why ſhould it be 


— thought incredible, that God ſhould permit the 
Devil 
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Miracles and provides againſt 
ic mould Wp. 69 4 there arſe 6 


5 9 or ibe Wonder come 10 pajs, rat, "bo 
7 — 0 aftey, ole, Gods. an 
det u ente, them z Fae is not bearkew unto that 
8 1 If gives che Reaſon, of this; be- 
cauſeg he ch ſpoken nto you to turn vou away 
from the 2 your 88 d, that ĩs 8 1. irom he 
Worſhip of the —_ Gol. And by way of 
like Cantion.. dur ipur tells us, (u) That 
Falſe Propbers ſhould not only come in Sheep's Cloaths 
that is, in, the . 2 diſguiſed ſed and 571 
Form gf ;Sa 727555 8e lopocence, who ffould deceive, 
if it were, paſſ very Had; ſo, ſtragg and pre, 
vailing e be the, juten; bal that they 
ſhould, alſo new Signs and — he 17 1 
is coafiry'd by. the Apoltle, wha lays, 5 w) the 
Man of , $in ſpoutd come, ier the | Working of. gu, 
with | Power; and hing, Wonders-; that , . ſhould 
work Mirscles to 8 Qredic, toß his, kalle and 
impious Do rines. Wo Ah, In 0 


Some falſe. i have gone ſo; far in this 
Account, that they toak upon them to diſcover 
the Thoughts and Peſigus ot other, People, ho- 
ever ręmote, future and ; contingent... 
Cajar was warn'd by hurina, the Angut, o 
Danger, ſugh a Day, if he went into the Pan 
Wen accordiningiy happen d. And: at the 
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Kew) 
fame time, that Domitiam was killed at- Rome, 
ApoBonius Thyaneus ſtopt ig the middle of his Speech, 
which he was making to the People: of Epbeſus, 
and cried out, Strike the,Tyrens, and the like 3, add» 
ing, that Domitian was kild.' The Truth Where - 
of agreeing with the Certainty of the Fact, won 
bim the Reputation of a Prophet. 
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But theſe, and the like Predictions and Diſcoveries, 
were no way difficult to the Dæmon, when he 
had been preſent at the Debates, and principally 
influenc'd the Reſolutions of the Conſpirators. 


As to his Predictions of more remote Con- 
tingencies, they. were always full of Uncertaincies 
and Ambiguities, mere Conjettures fram 'Appear- 
ances, and the Tendencies of Agents, or the 
Reaſons of Things, from which, any Man may, with- 
out the-Spirit of Prophecy, give a ſhrewd Gueſs, and 
foretell what may, in great Likelihood, come to 
paſs. In ſuch a Caſe, who has not been a Prophet ? 
But yet this is far enough from conſtituting One 
a real Prophet. | 8 


And whenever God permits Miracles to be 


done by the Devil, or his Prophets, ( whether 


they do work any Alteration. in the Matter, or 
only deceive the Sight, tis all one to thoſe who are 
to judge, if they have no way to diſcover, or pre- 
rent ſuch a Delufion of their Senſes ) when Ged, 
I fay, permits ſuch to be done, the Scripture. ac- 
uaints us, for what reaſon he does it; which is, 
r the Trial of the Good. (x) For the Lord 
your God proves you, to know whether you love 
the :; Lord your God * all your Hearts: _ 
or 
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Deut. 13. 3. 


of God or not, is to do he 
diſpoſes Men to the Knowledge o 
and the Reception of God's Grace. This was 
That our Saviour deſired to find among 
ia order to the convincing of them, Cie he was 
e Pro phet; « If any Man will do his _ 
than — of the Doctrine, whether it be 
© God, or whether I ſpeak of my ſe 
to do, and belie 
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Man be willin 
ſhall' appear to he the Will of 
10 againſt the Truth 
be convinced, * that my Dorise 
is certainly held in the-Caſe of our 
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zgainſt by any Unprejudic'd welkdilpoſed Perſon 
But what arg offer'd by theſe. Prophets W 1 


vice Difference, as aber dabere 


This Rule i not without it's : 
Diſtinction too. und 


For, tho? Religion and Unten are the beſt Fre · 
ſervatives, under che Grace of God, ata inſt Error 3 
. are they no ſuch Guard and Security, as ſet a 
an beyond the Danger of it: Nay, the moro 
yer eminent any Man is for theſe uod Qualities, the 
icons more lizble to Saran's Attempts Hut ſuch, that 

25 politick Enemy lays the moſt cloſe Sjege, draus 
vp all his wore rt 2 and levels all his Batteries 
a3 well knowing, like à ſkilfol Gehen, who will 
always lye down before the Place of 
Conſequence, that upon the taking) af it. the reft 
of the CIP may fall in of . fall ot 
one plous an Mun, n be of 
conſiderable Note, for Learning d Fortune too, 
will ſhake many more, and may uke Blazing Co- 
met ſweep away a whole Region of lefſer Stars af. 
ter it. Of this Chatacter, were generally the 
Founders of new Secta, both Amnticnit dad Modern. 
So that the more Exemplarily Pious, Learned or 
Great a Man is, the more it concerns him, to be- 
ware of the Devil; and not take himfelf ſecute 
on this fide Heaven from bis Temptations. That 
good Men may! fall from a-ftave of Grace, ſhould 
be Matter of greater Care aud Watchfulneſs to 
them, - according to that of the. Apoſtie, (). Hr 
that thinbe tb be ſtendeth, let bim take beed left be _ 
L2 The 
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The Beft are but Men, and 24 ſuch, ſubjett to 


= miſtake z their Miſtakes then ' ſhould ©be lei fut. S 
prizing to others, whom I would addreſs in the infat 
Words of anocher Apoſtle z (b) Je therefore poſt! 
ſeeing ye now theſe things before, beware left ye 4% be be 
being led away. witb the Error of the Wicket, fall from © Men 
your own ſtedfaſtneſs; but grow in Grace, and inthe thin 


Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrifl. © tity 


Great- Caution ought to be uſed, particularly by 
Men of Learning and Parts, that an inſatiable I 
: Defice of enlatgingitheir Knowledge, and a pref . for; 
ſing Curioſity »of making new. Diſcoveries in Re. For. 
ligion, do not carry them beyond their Depti, © poct 
or turn theſd Heads into Enthuſiaſm, to which ordi 
none fa rr us, us the Learned, and the Inqui cret 
tive; = ad Tho 's 5 2 Luci 
4 12 4 H | | rome 

The great Ich of knowing Things above our is 
reach, was that which ruin'd our Firſt Parents, it, 
and ' hath! given the greateſt — — the or 2 


Devil agiinſt uspever ſince. For, when Men grew For. 
:extremely deſnous of knowing Things hidden or hi. 
futurep he Jſoon found out many Inventions, ei- ligic 
er ee or deceive them. Th . 1 
P 74 tee A. . 1 


From hence, came the Oracles, and the many to 
Methods of Divination, and the conſulting of that 
Spirits, which were all adapted to that unquen- is fl 
chable Thirſt Men bad, of knowing what God to b 
thought fit to conceal from them. And tho' by Ur 
any Inftances, they could not, but diſcover the F ben 
Tricks and Cheats which the Devil put upon blin 
chem, yet the Work went on, and ſo it will itil,  bec; 


as long as there are Men willing to be abus d. 80 

i ; - Y 92-4 a liey 
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(b) 2 Pet. 3. 17. a7 2 
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So ſtrangly does this Curiofity bewitcb and 
infatuate Men, and lay them open to all the- Im- 
poſtures and Deluſions of Evil Spirits, ho can't 
de better pleas'd, than when they ſee the Folly of 
Men, in thinking more highly, than they ought to 
think, and in reaching above their Height, to gra- 
tify a vain and impetuous Humour. Let the 
Learned beware of this. E 


f 


In the' Chatafter alfa of thoſe who oftew paſs 


for good Men, a great Diſtinction is to he made. 


For, tis to be fear'd, there are too many clole Hy- 
pocrites in the World, that under a more than 
ordinary Oftentation and Shew of Sanctity, do ſe- 
cretly indulge themſelves in the Sin, either of 
Lucifer, or Simon Magus, Ananzas and Sapphira, or 
ſome other baſe, Luſt; or on ſome dillike of what 
is Written, or Curiofity of finding a new Key to 
it, let their: Minis: run upon * Schemes, 
or a Set of new. Principles add ſtrange Not ions. 
For, there are Spiritual, Sins, as well as, Carnal; 


* which are, atleaſt, equally, deſtructive of true Re- 


ligion. S2% * 4 7 9 7 


1700 Ae — 5 
In theſe Caſes, no wonder, if God give Men up 


to ſtrange Deluljons, and ſyffer them to fancy, 


that what the Heat of their Imaginations ſugeſts, 
is the Effect of Divrzneeinſpiration; It ougbe not 
to be ſtrange to us, if ſuch Perſons bring their 
Ur derſtanding to their With and Intereſt, and 
bend their Judgmenta t their Prejudices, and 
blindly follow the ſway of their own. Affection, 


becauſe they would have it ſo: And then let them 


go ever ſo far the wrong Way, they will ill be- 
lieve 6hemſelyes in the right, and all other Men 


in the wrong. How much theſe Enthufiafts 


might be influenc*'l by the Premiſes, 1 will not 
deter min; tho the Concluſſon ſeems evident, from 
the diſtinguiſhing Mart, they give themſelves as 

-— +, | + ».:.-" J ing 


DT AIG : 
being the only People, that are to be ſaved; 281 


the levere Judgment they pronounce upon all 
others, who, as Unbelievers and Rept6bares, are 


to be condemn'd nad periſh with the widked 
Word. | 


ia harſh Sentence? enough to ſpoil the Geace 
and Excellency of even inſpired Gifts and Mi 
races, where Men are really endued with then, 
and render them entirely vain and unprofitable ty 
the Inſpired rhemſetyes; If we atlow St. Van to 
he Jacge: Becauſe they want that Charity which 
3s the more excellent Way, and which is better 
— acce ptable to God than ail Miracyion 
Gifts. 20 


After the Apoſtle had reckoued up the ſeveral 
extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, he adviſes the 
Corinthians to covet earneſtly the beſt Gift; and 
tells them of ſomething, which he had to retom- 
mend, better even than that; and *tis. the Spirit 
of Love; without which, we are nothing w 
Tho' a Man, ſays he, ſhould be able (c) 1 fpi 
with the Tongues of Men and Angels; had the G 
bt all Languages, and could diſcourſe with the 
greateft Eloquence, yet without this Charity, He 
Would be hut (d) xs ſounding Braſs,! or 4 tingli 
Cymbal; tho" he had the Gift of Prophecy, a 
could foretell Things: to come, and under ſtood all 
Myſteries z had all Knowledge and all Faith, and 
ſuch a Faculty, as could work Miracles, remove 
Mountains, and convert; others to the Fanth'z Jt 
without this Frame and Temper of Spirit, this 
Affection of ſincere Love and diffuſive Charity, 
it would profit him nothing. This is St. PauPs 
Opinion, and dis agreed, he had the Spirity 8 

Ton- 


* 


60 1 Cor. 13. 1, (d) Ibid, 
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Conſonant to this, are thoſe Words of our Savionr, 
ho is to be our Judge, and from whoſs Meyth, we 
hall certainly hear the ſame again at the Day of 
judgment, (e) Many will fay io we is thet Dey, Lord, 
Lord, baue we not propbefied in iby Name, and in thy Name 
uſt ous Devils, and in thy Name done many wonderful 
Works: And yet theſe very Perſons, for all this, ma 
be but Workers of niquny, and ſuch as our Lord w 
bid 10 depart from bim. 


Since then, that Charity is the l 
Badge of the beſt Religion, which every Man mu 
put on, that would have his Virtuous Action 
accepted with God: What does hence follow, 
but that we earneſtly Covet, and Iaduftrioafly 
endeavour after this moſt Heavenly Giſt; form 
and modulate dur Tempers and Principles by this 
Rule z conſcientioully and ſineercly put it in pra- 
ice, both among our ſelves, and cowards all Mc 
according to it*s difhuſive Nature, which is 
leſs. Then we need not be terrified by the bold 
and uncharitable Pretenſions of Men. (f) For by 
This ſhall all Men know, that we arc Cliff's Dif- 
ciples, and elde to him z if we bæue Jous one ts an- 
uber. This ſets us beyond the reach of hard- 
nouth Cenſures, or Judiciary Deaunciations, 


If our Faith be directed by that Rule of Holy 
Scripture, and our Lives govern'd by it's Preceptsg 
what Reaſon can there be, why we ſhould be 
mov'd, any more, than St, Faul was, by the proud 
Boaſting and Confidence of the like falſe Prophets 
in his Time: For, they do now no more, than they 
ad then, give any real Proof and —— - 
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that upon the Stricteſt Enquiry and Examination 
we. can” find; of their being ſent from God. And 
when Chriſt ſhall come to (g) judge the World accords 
ing io this Goſpel, as St. Paul aſſuxes us he will; 
and not according to any other Revelation, ve 
may Reaſonably hope to receive that Commen-. 
dation, which he once gave the Church of Epbeſus; 
(b) becauſe ſhe had, as we gow, have, tried iben 
which ſaid they were Apoſtles, but. were not, and 
found the m Liers. 4 5 . | * 64 Id 


# 


Having thus taken the Freedom, Sir, to deliver 
you, my thoughts on this occafion, I leave the whole 
matter With you, ſeriouſly to conſider, what: Uſe, of 
Prophanenſs and Infidelity make of this Deluſion, a 
and on, whoſe Heads the Judgment will light, for 
being acceſſary to it. That God would undeceive 
the Deluded, reſtore them to a better Mind, and « * 
give you a right Underſtanding in all things, is 
the hearty Prayer of, | 'f T9301 
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be of ſome Uſe towards further Actefting | 


POSTSCRIPT. 
i ; | 10.3 2t: \ 
Ince the Sending of the precedent Letter to 
the Preſs, I receiv'd from two very Reverend 
Bivines and others, in the City, the following 
Advicesz the Publication whereof - may $ 


forg'd Miracles of theſe bold Impoſtors. 


SIR, | 5 
« Is with ſome Impatience, I wait for your 
ce Account of the Perſons we were talking 
of, at our laſt Meeting: They now talk of Raiſing 
« the Dead: This, you will ſay, will ſoon bring the 
« Matter to a point. Purſuant of it they have 
« given out, that Mr. Emes, a profeſt Socinian, 
« but ſuppos'd an Atheiſt, by going among the 


Prophets became a Convert to the Chriſtian 


« Faithz but dying laſt Monday, is to be rais'd 
« to Life on Chriftmas-Day at Night. What if 
„ you ſhould then Hold your Hand, till you have 
« heard the Reſult of it. You ſhould be very 
«© cautious of denying the Agency of Angels, not 
« that I have any Opinion of theſe People's Prin- 
&« ciples which 1 look upon, as very impious; but 
« becauſe Sadduciſm does very much prevail in 
« this City. I am Yours, &. 


When I came to Town, ſoon after, I found, there 
was a Report handed about, that Mr. Emes was bu- 
tied, and his Reſurre&ion put off for a longer 
Time, that when it ſhould happen, it might be 
a more convincing Miracle to Mankind. In the 
mean-while, that our Expectation might ſtill be 
kept up, notwithſtanding the late Diſappointment 
(there is nothing; like (open Men in Heart, 

the 
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tho' the Wiſe Man ſays, Hope deferred maketh the 
Heart ſick) a-Story of another Miracle is ſet on 
foot; that One Mr. Byworth, a Victualler, in 
Ormond:ſtreet, who had been a Cripple man Years, 
was nom reftor'd to the, Uſe'ot his Labs, 
Hands of the Prophets. 8 

The other of the Diyines before mentioned, 


reſolving to inform himſelf more perſectly of the 


certainty of the Fact, immediately repairs to the 


Party; who upon enquiry told him, Two of the 


Prophets had given him a Viſſt and askt, if he had 
Faith to be cur'd of his Lameneſs, and did believe, 
they could effect it? His Anſwer was, He believ'd 
that God Almighty could heal him, by what 
Hands or Means He pleas'd to aſſign; And if He 
had given them ſuch a Power, he at not queſtion 
their Ability and Performance. Here was Faith 
enough to receive the Bleſſing from the Hand 
that had it to confer. Upon this, they took, him 
up under the Arms, and leading him into. the 
middle of the Room, ſaid ſome Prayers over him; 


and then quitting their Holds, bid him ſtand uren 
ut 


his Feet and walk; which no ſooner done, 
down he dropt: The ſecond Trial had no better 
Succeſs, | | | 
With this Relation the Clergyman ſteps to the 
Coffee-houſe, which his Friend Mr Lacy us d, 


and pyblickly charg'd him with the Forgery; at 


which the Prophet ſeem'd not a little ſtartled, 
and being for ſome time quite loſt in his Thoughts 


for a Reply, at length bolts out a Prophecy of raiſ- 


ing the Dead in few Months, 

After this, That by the Mouth of two or three Wimeſſes 
every Word of this Account might be eſt abliſned, I got 
two Gentlemen to diſcourſe the Impotent Man, who 
ſince remitted the following Confirmation. | 


SIX. | 
ec Þ* Conference with Mr. Byworth, He told me, 


that the Prophets, Two or Three at a Time, 
cc were 


6 


by the 
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« were at his Houſe, three or four times within 
« this Month, to try Experiment, fometimes lift» 
« jng him up in their Arms, and bidding him ſta nd 
« upon his Legs, ſometimes were ſilent, Quaker. 


cc like, ſaying they had not then the Spirit, But 


« he ſtill continues as lame as hefore : By which he 
ce js now convinc'd, that they can do no more, than 
e other Men. This is all he deſi td me tu acquaint 
* you with, beſides his Service, by Vours, &c. 
Fanuary 18. 170% | KG. 


SIR, | 
Fe Have been with Mr, Fames Eyworth, and find, 
% | there is now ſomething of an Underftand- 
« ing between him and the Prophetsz which has 
« rendred him very ſhy of relating any thing that 
& may any way look ill of them; *tis at preſent bar 
ce low with him, having waſted moſt of bis Sun- 


&« ſtance in ſeekiug for Cure; therefore, the lcfs - 


«© Wonder, that what often blinds the Eyes of o- 
4 thers, ſhould frop his Mouth: However, upon 


c warming the Man, Nature recover'& it ſelf, and 


« by that means, I, at Jaſt, pumpt the Truth out of 
* him; v. that Sir Richard Bulikley, Eq; Lag, and 
*« others of that Clan, had been frequently tam- 
* pering with him, but could not as yet ſtra in him 
« up to cheir point. They aſſur'd him, that Eſqz 
* Lacy had the Power of Healing, but the Knight 
* had only the Promiſe, which, in ſhort time, ke 
« expetted to be made good. Eſq; Livy told him, 
** that Mr. Emes, lately deceas'd, is to be rais'd from 


the Dead the 25th of May next. Here Mr, Py- 


worth askt the Prophet, what manner of Body he 
* ſhould ariſe with? His Anſwer was, that his Body 
* ſhould be like Adam's Body, and the Grave ſhould 
not be open'd, but he ſhould riſe out of the Grave 
** half way, and Mr.Lacy'is to lend him his Hand, to 
< lift him up; then he ſhould walk Home naked, and 
not be aſham'd of his Nakedneſs: As for thoſe who 
* lavght him to ſcorn, they ſhould drop down dead 
| =—_ | 
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cc hut bimſelt aA 4. to be the Moser F the 
„ World to all Mankind. I am yours, 
| January 24+» 170%. W. H 
Theſe, Relations being ſo full, and fo partic 
tar, Reflections would be needleſs, > 
Thole whoſe Misforture *cis to be fallen undet 
the Power of this ſtrong Deluſion, and are not % 
be convinc'd by Demonfiration, I would refer to 
Prophet of: their oni Who, after he had been 
working two remarkable Miracles on the Body. of 
2a Female Convert, viz; Curing Elizeberb Gray of 
Blindneſs, and ſaving her from ſuffocation, in his 
Vindication againſt a certain Book, direfted him 
by the Spirit, and printed before the laſt Part of 
his Warnings, entirely gives up the Authority 
them, and all other Miracles pretended b tl 
Society, in theſe Words; (4) F within fix 
= to come, the Mighty Power of God does not ory. 
(theſe Prophetick Denunciations) were from him. 
7 all before all the World — e my Deluſion. 
| would ask this Gentleman a ſober Queftion or 
two; does he verily believe himſeff, he ever dids 
work a true Miracle? If he believes he did not, 
45 is here implied; why does he ſhuffle with the 
| World? Let him be fo fait and honeſt, as oA it 
without Jeſuitical * 2 ſo the Diſpute 
about r. at an end. If hea 
that thoſe were true Miracles which ate ſaid-to 
have been done by him; pray, by what Power 
did he do them? Was it by a Power deriv'd from 
God, or from the Devils no other Power that ve: 
know of, can Work Miracles? If by the former$ 
why does he _ ay, 1} within fie wy the 
Mighty Power of 2 . er to aiteft5 as f 
thac Power Che not oye” in thoſe Mirai 
If he perform'd them by the latter 5 we 'wlll fit not 
fo much as queſtion the Truth of them y be mall 
have both the Honour and * of chefs A" 
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